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"An Act to reorganize the Twentieth 
Judicial District of Texas and to create 

0

the Eighty4hird Judicial District of 
Texas; to fix the time of holding court 
In said districts and to provide for or
ganizing grand juries at certain terms 
In said court; to provide for the reten
tion of the judge of the Twentieth Ju
dicial District in office and for the ap
pointment of a judge of the said Eigh.ty. 
third Judicial District and to abolish 

' the office of district attorney for the 
said Twentieth Judicial District, and 
to provide that the county attorneys of 
the said three counties of Milam, Rob
ertson and Brazos shall perform the 
duties of the d istrict attorney for said 
district; providing for the retention of 
the district clerks of the said thr<?e 
counties In offi.ce; to diminish the civil 
and criminal jurisdiction of the county 
courts of Robertson and Brazos Coun
ties, and to conform the jurisdiction of 
ihe district court of said counties to 
iiafd change; providing for the appoint· 
ment of an offi.cial court reporter and to · 
fix bis compensation; to repeal all laws 
and parts of laws In conflict herewith, 
and declaring an emergency," 
- Have had same under consideration 
and beg to report it back with the rec
ommendation that It do pass, and be 
not printed. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber.
Austin, Texas, Feb. 27 , 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir : We, your Committee on 

Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom 
was referred 

H. B. No. 718, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to create a more effieient 
road system for Newton County, Tex· 
as, and creating the office of super
intendent of public roads, etc., and 
declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with tbe rec· 
ommendation that it do pass, and be 
not printed. 

Caldwell, Chairman; Buchanan of 
Scurry, Floyd, Clark, Gibson. 

TIDRTY • NINTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, 

Wednesday, February 28, 1917. 

The Senate met at 10 o'clock a. 
m., pursuant to adjournment, and 
was called to .order by Lieutenant 
Governor W. P. Hobby. 

The roll was called, a quorum 
being present, the following Senators 
answering to their names: 

Buchanan 
King, Parr, 
H'all, !Jean. 

of Scurry, Chairman; 
McCollum, Henderson, Alderdlce. Hopkins. 

Balley. Hudspeth. 

(Floor Report.) 

·Sen11.te Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, February 27, 1917. 

:Hon. w. :P, Hobby, President ol the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on 

Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whon: 
was referred 

. H. B. No. 693, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Sections 4, 6, 6, 
1, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of an Act to pro
vide a special road law for Denton 
County Texas, to abolish overseer 
s7stem 'in Denton, County, 'fexas, etc .. 
and declaring an emergency," 

:a'.ave bad the same under consid
eration, and beg leave to Nport the 
••ml! back to the Senate, with tht: 
rqeo!i:i,meildation that it do pass, and 

. b11 ,no.t ; prlnted. 
CaldweH, Chairman; Buchanan or 

So~ey, ·Floyd, Clark, Gibson. 

Bee. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Bell. Johnston of Harris. 
Buchananof Scurry.King. 
Caldwell. Lattimore. 
Clark. McColl um. 
Dayton. McNealus. 
Dean. Page. 
Decherd. Parr. 
Floyd, Robbins. 
Gibson. Strickland. 
Hall. Sutter. 
Harley. Westbrook . 
Henderson. Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 
Smith. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Pending the Tead!ng of the Journal 

of yesterday, the same was dispensed 
with on motion of Senator West
brook. 

Petitions and Memorials. 

See Appendix. 
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Committee Reports. 

See Appendix. 

Bills and Resolutions. 

By Senator Parr : 
S. B. No. 443, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act granting to the City of Cor
pus Christi, Texas, all right, title and 
Interest of the State of Texas In and 
to the land lying and being situated 
under the waters of Corpus Christi 
Bay within the limits of the City of 
Corpus Christi as such now exists, or 
as said limits may be extended at 
any time herearter by Act of the Leg
islature, said grant being for public 
purposes, reserving, however, the 
mineral rights In said land unto the 
State; and granting to the City of 
Corpus Christi th-e right, power and 
authority to construct, own and 
maintain at any place or places with
in such territory such seawalls, 
break-waters and dams as may be de
sirable, and to fill in the space be
tween the mainland and said sea
walls, break-waters, shore prot-ec
tlons and dams with sand, dredge 
spoils, or any other material taken 
from the waters of Corpus Christi 
Bay, rree of any cost from the said 
city to the said State; granting to 
the said city all areas formed by 
said filling In for public purposes; 
and authorizing th-e said City of Cor
pus Christi to construct such walks, 
drives, parks and buildings thereon as 
may be desirable for public purposes, 
and authorizing the lease of said 
buildings; and authorizing said City 
of Corpus Christi to construct, own 
a nd maintain jetties and sea protec
tions placed or made into said Corpus 
Christi Bay within said city limits, 
and within the territory ceded h-ere
ln, for the protection of boats from 
roughness of the bay; and authoriz
ing said City of Corpus Christi to 
construct, own and maintain pleas
ure piers and wharves In said Cor
pus Christi Bay In front of said sea
walls, break-waters, shore protections 
and dams for public purposes; and 
authorizing the li!ase of same; and 
authorizing the said City of Corpus 
Christi to grant franchises for the 
construction, operating and maintain
ing pleasure piers and wharves In said 
Corpus Christi Bay In front of said 
seawalls, shore protections and dams 
for public purposes; and authorizing 
the said City of Corpus Christi to 

grant franchises for the construction 
of piers, wharves, docks, slips, el1l
vators, loading and unloading device& 
and warehouses Into the waters of 
Corpus Christi Bay beyond said sea
walls, break-waters, shore protec
tions and dams, but within the said 
city limits, and within any pre
scribed portion of the wat-erfront of 
sa id city fronting upon Corpus 
Christi Bay for the purpose of carry
ing on shipping or maritime com
merce, said franchises to be granted 
only upon vote of the people of said 
city; and authorizing the said City 
or Corpus Christi to remove and 
abate any encroachm-ents or struc
tures of any kind now existing on 
said property, and bring any suit or 
suits In Its own name as may be 
necessary to carry out the provisions 
or this Act; and authorizing the said 
City or Corpus Christi to exercise the 
right of eminent domain and con
demn real and personal property, In
cluding riparian rights and littoral 
rights, and fixing the method and 
mode for exercising such right of 
eminent domain and condemnation, 
and declaring an emergency." 

Read first time and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands and Land 
Otnce. 

Ry Senator Johnson of Hall: 
S. B. No. 444, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to establish Common School 
District No. 10 in Dickens County, 
Texas, and extending its boundaries 
so as to Include certain lands hereto
fore Common School District No. 1 
of sRld Dickens County, Texas, pro
vided that such parts of Common 
School District No. 1 of said Olckens 
County all may hereafter be Included 
in Common School District No. 14> 
shall continue to be subject to taxa
tion for the payment of the principal 
Rnd Interest, and creating a sinking
fund for any bonds that may havtt 
heretofore been issued by Schoot 
District No. 1, and remaining unpaid, 
conferrlnr: upon said Common Scboot 
District No. 1 all authority now con
ferred by the general laws of the· 
Stat-e of Texas upon common school 
districts. and placing the affairs or 
said district In a board of trustees 
to be composed of three members 
1tnd conferring the nower upon the
County Judge of Dicken• Count)', 
Texas. to appoint three trustees for 
said Common School District No. 10, 
one of whom shall hold omce uzi.tlt 
May 1. 19118, or untll bl1 1ucceasor 
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has blien duly elected and qualified, 
and the other two shall hold office 
until May 1, 1919, or until their suc
cessors are duly elected and qualified, 
and thereafter to be elected as dl
Tected by the statute governing com
mon school districts, and declaring 
an emergency." 

Read first time and referred to the 
Cpmmlttee on Educational Affairs. 

(Senator Hudspeth in the chair.) 

Honse .Joint Resolution No. 2. 

The C.halr laid before the Senate 
as regular order on its third reading: 

H. J. R. No. 2, "House Joint Res
olution to amend Section 10, Article 
1, of the Constitution of the State of 
Texas, providing for certain rights 
of accused persons In criminal prose
cutions and the manner In which the 
case may be prosecuted, and provid
ing tor the procuring of the testi
mony of the wltn-esses for both de
tl!nse and prosecution." 

Senator McNealus moved that the 
resolution be laid on the table sub
ject to call. 

The motion was lost. 
Action recurred upon H. J. R. No. 

2, and the same was laid before the 
Senate, read third time and passed 
b7 the follPwlng vote: 

Yeas--21. 

Alderdlce. Hopkins. 
Buchanan pf Bell. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchananof Scurry.Johnston of Harris. 
Caldwell. Lat.tlmPre. 

. Clark. McNealua. 
Dayton. Parr. 
Dean Robbins. 
Decll~rd. Strickland. 
Floyd. Suiter. 
Gibson. Westbrook. 
Hatle1. 

Ballet. 
Bee. 

Naya-3. 

Hudspeth. 

Present-Not Voting. 

Hall. 

Henderaon. 
Xlnr. 

Page. 

Absent. 

McColl um. 
Woodward. 

•\taent-Excmed. 
Smith. 

Senator McNealus moved to recon
sider the vote by which H. J. R. No. 
2 was passed and tabl-e the motion to 
reconsider: 

The motion to ·table prevailed. 

(Lieutenant Governor Hobby in 
the chair.) 

House Joint Resolution No. US. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
as regular order on its second read
ing: 

H. J. R. No. 15, Proposing to 
amend the Constitution of the State 
of Texas by amending Section 2 of 
Article 6 of the Constitution by 
striking out and repealing said Sec
tion 2 and substituting in lieu thereof 
another Seeton 2; defining qualified 
electors in this State; prescribing 
where such electors may vote; fixing 
the time for the election for the 
adoption or rejection of said pro
posed constitutional amendment; 
making certain provisions for said 
election and the ballots thereof and 
method of voting; directing the is
suance of proclamation therefor: pre
scribing certain duties for the Gov
ernor of the State, and making an 
appropriation to defray the expenses 
of said election." 

The resolution was read, and Sen
ator Buchanan of Bell offered the fol
lowing amendment: 

( 1 l Amend Section 1 of H. J. R . 
No. li> so that the same shall here. 
after read as follows: 

"Section 1. That Section 2 of 
Article 6 of the Constitution of the 
State of Texas, be amended by 
striking out or repealing Section 2 
thereof and substituting In lieu 
thereof the following, to wit: Sec. 
2. Every male person subject to 
none of the foregoing dlsquallftca
tlons, who shall have attained the 
age of twenty-one years and who 
shall be a citizen of the United States 
and who shall have resided In this 
State one year nezt preceding an 
election and the last six months 
within the district or county In 
which he otrer11 to vote, shall be 
deemed a quallfted elector, and all 
electors shall vote In the election 
nrecinct pf their residence: provided, 
that electors living tn any unorir:Rn
lzed county may vote at anv election 
precinct In the county to which such 
county la llttached for Judicial pu~ 
poses; and provided further, that 
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any voter who is subject to pay a poll 
tax under the laws of the State of 
Texas shall have paid said tax before 
he offers to vote at any election in 
this State and hold a receipt show
ing his poll tax paid before the first 
day of I<'ebruary next preceding such 
election. Or if said voter shall have 
lost or misplaced said tax receipt, 
h e shall be entitled to vote upon 
m aking affidavit before any officer 
authorized to administer oaths that 
such tax receipt has been lost. Such 
affidavit shall be made in writing and 
l·eft with the judge of electioD:· And 
this provision of the Conslitutlon 
shall be self-enacting wlt_hou.~ the 
necessity of further legislation . 

Seuator Caldwell offered the fol
lowing substitute for the pending 
amendment : . 

Amend H .. J. R. No. 15 by str1kl1?g 
out Section 1 thereof and Insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 

Section 1. That Section 2 of Ar
ticle 6, of the Constitution of the 
State of Texas, b-e amended so as .t~ 
hereafter read as follows, to wit. 
Sec. 2. Every male person subject 
to none of the foregoing disqualifica
tions who shall have attained the age 
of twenty-one years, and who shall 
be a citizen of the United States, 
and who shall have resided In this 
State one year next preceding an 
election, and the last six months 
within the district or county In 
which he offers to vote, shall be 
deemed a qualified elector, and shall 
have resided in this State one year 
next preceding such election, and the 
last six months in the county In 
which he offers to vote, shall also be 
deemed a qualified elector; and all 
electors shall vote in the elec.tlon 
precinct of their residence; provided 
that electors living In any unorgan
ized county may vote at any election 
precinct in the county to which such 
county Is attached for judicial pur
poses. And this provision of the 
Constitution shall be self-enacting 
without the necessity of further leg· 
lslatlon." · 

CALDWELL, 
HUDSPETH. 

Senator Floyd moved to table the 
substitute, which motion prevailed by 
the following vote: 

Yeas--18. 

Decherd. 
Floyd. 
Gibson. 
Henderson. 
Hopkins. 
Johnson of Hall. 

Lattimore. 
Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 
Woodward. 

Nays-8. 

Bee. McColl um. 
Hudspeth. McNealus. 
.Johnston ot Harris.Page. 
King. Parr. 

Present-Not Voting. 

Harle)'. 

Pairs Recorded. 

Senator Caldwell (present) , who 
wou.ld vote "nay"; Senator Clark 
(absent), who would vote "yea." 

Senator Hall (present), who 
would vote " nay" ; Senator Smith 
(absent), who would vote "yea." 

Action recurred upon the pending 
amendment, and 

Senator Lattimore offered the fol
lowing amendment to the amend
ment, which was adopted: 

Amend the amendment by striking 
out the words "Section 2 of" In line 
1, Section 1, of the proposed amend
ment. 

The amendment as amended was 
then adopted. 

Senator Buchanan of Bell offered 
the following amendment: 

( 2) Amend the caption to H. J. R. 
No. 15 so that the same shall here
after read as follows: 

"House Joint Resolution to amend 
Article 6 of the Constitution by 
striking out and repealing said Sec
tion 2 and substituting In lieu there
of another Section 2; defining q ual
fled electors in the State; prescrib
ing where such electors may vote; 
fixing the time tor the election for 
the adoption or rejection of said 
amendment and directing the Issu
ance of proclamation thereof; pre
scribing c-ertain duties tor the GoTer
nor of the State; and making an ap
propriation to defray the expense of 
said election, and prescribing form 
ot ballot. 

Pending. 

Bill Signed. 

Alderdfce. Buchananof Scurr;.. The Chair, Lieutenant Governor 
Balley. Dayton. Hobby, gave notice of signing, and 
Buchanan of Bell. Dean. did sign, in· the presence of the Sen-
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ate, after its caption had been read, 
the following bill: 

S. B. No. 37, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Articles 6772, 
6773, 6774 and 6775, of Chapter 1, 
Title 117, Revised Civil Statutes of 
Texas, relating to the transcribing 
of records from the parent county 
into the newly created counties which 
have been created either in whole or 
in part from the territories of any 
other county or counties in this 
State, or to which i:Day have been 
added · since its creation the territory 
of any other county or counties in this 
State so as to authorize the commis
sioners court of the new county to 
employ a competent person to tran
scribe the same, other than the coun
ty clerk of such new county, to re
peal all laws in confiict herewith, 
and declaring an emergency." 

Special Committee Report. 

(By unanimous consent. ) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 27, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate; Hon. F. 0. Fuller, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 
Si We, your committ-ee ap-

poin to investigate the removal of 
the chandeliers in th-e Senate Cham
ber and the Hall o·f the House of 
Representatives, beg leave to report 
as follows: 

Upon investigation, we found that 
the State Fire Marshal had ordered 
the building rewired as a matter of 
safety from fire, and it became 
nec-essary to remove the chandeliers 
for the purpose of installing the new 

 The removal was done un
 direction of the late Captain 
 former Superintendent of 

Buildings and Grou11ds. 
th-e chandeliers were ta.ken 
t was decided to replace them 

with other and more up-to-date fix
tures, but the appropriation becom• 
ing exhausted, the new fixtures were 
not Installed nor was there any 
money left out of the appropriation 
with which to replace the old ones. 

The old chandeliers are now 
stored in the basement, together 
with all the old wiring, etc., which 
were removed by order of the State 
Fire Marshal: 

The apJJroprfa.tlon for reoairs on 
the ·canltot building being exhausted. 
there rs now no money In that fund 

with which •to rehang the chande
liers. 

We attach hereto an estimate from 
Wright Bros. for rehanging the 
chandeliers taken down. These are 
the same parties who took them 
down. These same parties also pro
pose to relight the Hall of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate 
Chamber with Brasco lights of twen
ty-three inch diameter, twelve lights 
to each ball, for the same sum as 
named in estimate for rehanging the 
old chandeliers. 

We further found that the old 
wiring removed from the building 
when it was rewired by order of the 
State Fire Marshal is now in the 
basement of this building, and worth 
probably $1,500 to $2,000. 

We would suggest that this junk 
be sold to the highest bidd-er and 
the proceeds, or so much thereof as 
niay be needed, used In relighting}he 
Hall of Representatives and the ::;en
ate Chamber with whichever system 
may be decided upon ·by your re
spective bodies as being the most 
desirabl-e. 

We would suggest that bids be ad
vertised for doing the work of re
placing the chandeliers or new lights 
as may ·be decided. We would call 
attention to the fact that it the 
Brasco syst-em, which can be seen in 
the Public Library, should be de
cided upon, the price of the old fix
tures could be applied upon the new 
system. Respectfully submitted, 

JNO. H. BAILEY, 
0. S. LATTIMORE, 

Committee from the Senate. 
R. E. YANTIS, 
J. A. DODD, 
DAN S. MCMILLIN, 

Committee from the House of Repre
sentatives. 

Austin, Texas, Jan. 24, 1917. 
Col. Chas. L. Stowe, Superintendent 

Public Building and Grounds, 
Capitol. 
Dear Sir: For your Information, 

I beg to submit the following figures 
for rehanging and rewiring the old 
fixtures that originally bung in the 
Senate and House of Representa
tives: 

Four Large Fixtures. 

300 Sockets .. · ............ $ 80.00 
1,000 Feet fixture wire..... 13.35 
600 F'eet No. 12 wire. . . . . . 12.00 
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Labor rewiring a nd hanging 96 .00 
Cleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 .65 

$228.00 

E ight Small Fixtures. 

240 Sockets . . . . .......... $ 64.00 
1,000 F eet fixture wire ....... 13.35 
300 Fee t No. 12 wire ... . . .. 7 .20 
Labor rewiring and hanging. 96 .00 
Glass . .. ..... .. .......... 106.65 

$287.20 

Changing Circuits. 

450 Feet Ii!!-lnch pipe . .. . .. $ 45.00 
Labor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.35 

$ 58.35 
Grand total . . . ..... ... ... $573.55 

If this work is awarded, we will 
try to complete it in one week, and 
If there Is any further Information 
that yo u desire in connection with 
this matter we will be very glad to 
und·ertakc to furnish it upon your re
quest. Additional cost for lamps 
will be $1 20. 

Yours Ye r y truly, 
WRIGHT BROS. 

The foregoing report and estimate 
are entered here on motion of Sena
tor Bailey. 

Recess. 

At 12 : 55 o'clock, on motion of 
Senator Page, the Senate recessed 
until 2 : 30 o'clock p, m . today. 

After Recess. 

(Afternoon Session.) 

The Senate was called to order by 
Lieutenant Governor Hobby. 

House Joint Resolution No. 15. 

(Pending.) 

Action recurred upon H. J. R . No. 
15 as pending business, the question 
being upon the amendment of Sena
tor Buchanan of Bell. 

The amendment was adopted. 
On motion of Senator Lattimore, 

H . J. R. No. 15 was passed to its 
third rP.ading. 

House Bill No. SS. 

The Chair laid IJ.efore the Senate 
as regular order on its second read
ing : 

H. B. No. 38, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Articles 1521, 
1 5 22, 1543, 1544 and 1526 of the 
Re\·ised Civil Statutes of 1911, as 
amended by the Acts of the Thirty
third Legislature, approved March 
28, 1913 , defining the original and 
a ppellate jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court, and regulating the practice 
therein ." 

The b!ll was read, and Senator 
Dean ottered the following amend
ment , which was read and adopted: 

! 1) Amend the bill by striking out 
lines 9, 10, 11 and 12 and down to 
and including the word "correction" 
in line 13, page 2, of the printed bl11, 
and Insert In lieu thereof the follow
ing: 

"6 . In any other case In which it 
is made to appear that an error of 
law has been committed by the Court 
of Civil Appeals of such Importance 
to the jurisprudence of the State as 
In the opinion of the Supreme Court 
r equires correction-but excluding 
those cases in which the jurisdiction 
of the Court of Civil Appeals is made 
final by statute." 

Senator Lattimore o!Tered the fol
lowlnir a mendment, which was read 
and adopted: -

!2) Amencl H . B. No. 38 hy :otrlk
' n" nut :>11 . ')f I111~ 29. n:>~P 1. of the 
nrlnted bill. and Inserting In lieu 
thereof the following: "all Questions 
of law arising in cases of which the 
Courts of Civil Appeals have appel
late jurisdiction." 

By unanimous consent, the bill was 
laid on the table subject to call . 

l\fessage from the Honse. 

Hall of the House of Representatives. 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 28, 1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by the House 

to Inform the Senate that the House 
concurs In Senate amendments to H . 
. T. R. No. 2 by the following vote: 
Ye~s 12Z, Nays 0. 

Concurs In Senate amendments to 
H . B. No. 50. 

Requ.,.11ts the Senate to return H. 
B. No. 33 for correction. 

Respectfully. 
BOB BARKER, 

Ch!ef Clr.rk. House of Representatlv<ts. 
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Simple Resolution No. 101. Nays-21. 

(By un imous consent.) 

By Senato King: 
Whereas, that chivalric and cour

ageous soldier of the Old South, Goen
eral Felix H. Robertson, of whom all 
Texas is proud, Is in the city, there
fore be it 

Resolved, That he be granted the 
privlleg-e of the Senate floor while Jn 
the city and that he be invited to 
address the Senate. 

Alderdice. Henderson. 
Bailey. Hu.,_dspeth. 
Bee. Johnston of Harris. 
Buchanan of Bell. King. 
Bucbananof Scurry.Lattimore. 
Caldwell. McColl nm. 
Clark. Page. 
Dean. Parr. 
Gibson. Strickland. 
Hall. Woodward. 
Harle}'. 

Absent. 
The resolution was read and 

adopted. McNealus. Westbrook. 
General Robertson addressed the 

Senate briefly. 

House Bill No. 83 Returned to the 
House. 

On motion of Senator ·McNealus, 
the Senate granted th-e request of 
the House and returned H. B. No. 
3 3 for correction. 

House Bill No. 21. 

(By unanimous consent. ) 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
on second reading: 

H. B. No. 21, A bill to hoe entitled 
"An Act fixing the salaries of judges 
of the Supreme Court and the Court 
of .Criminal Appeals and the judges 
of the Courts of Civil Appeals and 
of the District Courts of this State, 
and declaring an emergency." 

Sen<1.tor Baney moved the adop
tion of the majority "(favorable) 
~ommittee report. 
· As a substitute, Senator Suitelr 
Iiloved the adoption of the minority 
(adverse) · committee report. 

Senator Bailey moved the previous 
question on the adoption of the ma
jority committee report and on the 
substitute motion of Senator Suiter. 

The previous question being duly 
seconded, . the main question was or
dered. 
' Action recurred on the substitute 
:motion to adopt the minority (ad
verse) committee reuort, and the 
same was lost by the following vote: 

Dayton. 
D.echerd. 
Floyd; 
H;opklnB. 

Yeas-7. 

Johnson of Hall. 
Robbins. 
Suiter. 

Absent-Excused. 
Smith. 

The majority (favorable) commit
tee report was then adopted. 

Senator Page offered the follow-
ing amendment: · 

{ 1 ) Amend the bill by striking out 
all after the enacting clause and in
Eerting the following: 

Section 1. That from and after 
the passage of this Act the judges 
of the Supreme Court and the judges 
of the Court of Criminal Appellls of 
this State shall be paid an annual 
salary of six thousand ($6,000. 00) 
dollars, payable in equal monthly in- · 
stallments; that the judges of the 
several Courts of Civil Appeals of 
this State shall be paid an annual 
Falary of five thousand ($5,000.00) 
dollars, payable in monthly install
ments; that the judges of the Disc 
trict Courts of this State shall b-e 
paid an annual salary of thirty-six 
hundred ($3 .600.00) dollars, payable 
in monthly installments. 

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws 
in conflict herewith be and the same 
are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. The fact that the jud~s 
of the several courts of this State 
are inadequately paid creates an 
emergency and an imperative public 
necessity -exists requiring that the 
constitutional rule which requires 
that bills be read on three several 
days be suspended and that this Act 
shall take effect and be · in force 
from and after its passage, and it is 
so enacted. 

Senator Hudspeth offered the fol
lowing amendment: 

Amend the amendment by striking 
out the words and figures "thirty-six 
hundred" and in~ert In lieu thereof 
thA wor!ls and figures "four thou
sand." 
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Senator Johnston of Harris moved Page. Suiter. 
Westbrook. 
Woodward. 

the previous question on the amend- Parr. 
ment, and the pending amendment to Strickland. 
the amendment. 

Nays-1. The motion for the previous ques-
tion being duly seconded, the main Robbins. 
question was ordered. Absent. 

Action recurred on the pending Henderson. 
amendment to the amendment, and 
the same was adopted by the follow
ing vote: 

Yeas-15. 

Bailey. Hudspeth. 
Bee. .Johnston of Harris. 
Buchanan of Scurry. King. 
Caldwell. McColl um. 
Clark. Page. 
DPan. Parr. 
Hall. Woodward. 
Harl er. 

AldPrdlce. 
Rnchanan of 
Davton. 
Dre herd. 
Flm·d. 
Gibson. 

Henderson. 

Nays-12. 

Honk Ins. 
B<'ll. .Tohtison of Hall. 

Robbins. 
~trlrkland. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 

Absent. 

Absent-Excused. 
Smith. 

Pair Recorded. 

Senator Lattimore (present), who 
would vote "nay"; Senator McNealus 
(abEent) , who would vote "yea." 

The amendment as amended was 
then adopted. 

The bill was read second time and 
passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Senator Page, the 
constitutional rule requiring bHls to 
be read on three several days was 
suspended and H. B. No. 21 put on 
its third reading and final passage 
by the following vote: 

Yeas-28. 

Alderdlce. Gibson. 
Bailey. Hall. 
Bee. Harlev. 
Buchanan of Brll. Honkfn~. 
Buchanan of Scurrv.H111lspeth. 
Caldwell. · Johnson of Hall. 
Clark. .Tnhnston of Harris. 
Dayton. King. 
Dean. T .<1ttfmore. 
DPcherd. r.frCollnm. 
Floyd. McNealns. 

Absent-Excused. 
Smith. 

The bill was laid before the Sen
ate, read third time and passed 
finally. 

Senator Bailey moYed to recon
sider the vote by which H. B. No. 21 
was passed and table the motion to 
reconsider. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

(Senator Alderdlce In the chair). 

Honse Bill No. 38. 

Senator Lattimore called up from 
the table H. B. No. 38, which was 
read second time today, and moved 
that the bill be passed to its third 
reading. 

The motion prevailed. 

House Bill No. 2-17. 

The Chair laid be!ore the Senate, 
as regular order on Its second read· 
Ing. 

H. B. No. 247. A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Chapter 84, House 
hill No. 653 of the Acts of the Regu
lar Session of the Thirty-fourth Leg
islature of Texas by a special law for 
the preservation of bass and other 
fish of the bass species. and of perch, 
sunfish and crappie species, In the 
following locality: In any water 
whkh Is located in the valley of the 
Mt>dina river from where the lower 
or divP.rs'on dam above the town of 
Castroville crosses the Medina river, 
in Medina county, Texas, to a point 
on the Medina river, In Bandera 
county, Texas, which by following 
thP meanders of the Medina river to
wards Its source, shall constitute a 
distance of twenty-five miles. and In 
any of the waters which are im· 
pounded by the lower or diversion 
-iam ·above the town of Castroville, 
In Medina county, Texas, and In any 
of the waters that are Impounded by 
the upper or main dam In Medina 
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county, Texas, which Is located about 
four miles above said lower or diver
sion dam; and making it unlawful to 
catch and retain or have possession 
of any bass or other fish of the bass 
species which are less than eleven 
inches in length, or to catch and re
tain, or have possession of, in any 
one day, a total aggregate of more 
than ten bass or other fish of the bass 
species, or to catch and re.tain, or 
have possession of, in any one· day, 
a total aggregate of more than twen
ty perch, crappie or sunfish species, 
and making It unlawful to sell, offer 
for sale, or buy, any flsh caught in 
any of said jWaters, and providing 
that the special act shall be cumula
tive of· the general laws of the State 
and not repeal same, and providing 
for ·a penalty for violatioll of said 
special law, and declaring an emer
gency, and fixing the venue of the 
prosecutions for violations of the law, 
and providing it shall not be unlaw
ful to catch and · retain more than 
twenty perch to be used as bait. pro
viding none of such perch so caught 
for bait are larger than two inches 
long." · 

The bill was read second time and 
passed to its third reading. 

On m n of Senator Bee, the con
stitution rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days was sus
pended and H . B. No. 247 put on its 
third reading and final ·passage by the 
following vote:• 

Yeas-25. 

Alderdice. Hudspeth. 
Bee. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Bell. King. 
Buchananof Scurry.Lattimore. 
Caldwell. McNealus. 
Dayton, Page. 
Dean. Parr. 
Decherd. Robbins. 
Floyd. Strickland. 
Gibson. Suiter. 
Hall. Westbrook. 
Harley. Woodward. 
Hopkins. 

Present-Not Voting. 
Bailey, 

Clark. 
Henderson. 

Absent. 
Johnston of Harrie. 
McCollum. 

Absent-Excused. 
Smith. 

The blll was laid before the Sen
ate, read third time and passed fi· 
nally. 

Senator Bee moved to reconsider 
the vote by which H. B. No. 247 was 
passed and table the motion to recon
sid!)r. 

The motion to 'table prevalled. 

House Bill No. 40. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
on second reading: 

H. B. No. 40, A bill to be entitled 
"An Acf. making it a misdemeanor to 
kill or In any manner injure the 
winged quadruped known as the 
common bat; repealing all laws in 
conflict herewith, and declaring an 
emergency,'' 

The bill was read second time and 
passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Senator Bee, the con· 
stltutional rul~ requiring bills to be 
read on three several days was sus
pended and H. B. No. 40 put on its 
third reading and final passage by 
the following vote: 

Yeas-24. 

Alderdice. Harley. 
Bailey. Hopkins. 
Bee. Hudspeth. 
Buchanan of Bell. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Scurry.King. 
Caldwell. Lattimore. 
Clark. McNealus. 
Dayton. Page. 
Dean. Parr. 
Decherd. Robbins. 
Floyd. Suiter. 
Gibson. Westbrook. 

Present-Not Voting . . 

Strickland. 
Absent. 

Hall. McColl um. 
Henderson. Woodward. 
Johnston of Harris. 

Absent-Excused. 
Smith. 

The bill was laid before the Senate, 
read third time and passed finally. 

Senator Bee moved to reconsider 
'the vote by which H. B. No. 40 was 
passed and table the motion to re
consider. 

The motion to table prevail~d. 
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House Bl,ll No. J,11. 

(By unanimous consent.) 

'rhe Chair laid before the Senate 
on second reading, 

H. B. No. 111, ·A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to regulate, control and Ii· 
cense pop! halls a.n.d billards halls In 
the State of Texas and to provide for 
bond of the keepers of such halls be
fore license will be Issued and mal•lng 
ft a misdemeanor to operate such 
halls without complying with the 
terms hereof, and providing punish
m ent for running or operating such 
halls Without first obtaining a license; 
t.u repeal Chapter 74 of the General 
Laws of Texas of the Thirty-third 
Legislature passed in 1913." 

On motion of Senator McNealus the 
bill was laid on the table subject to 
call. 

House Bill No. 16. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
on its second reading, 

H. B. No. 16, A bill to be entitled 
" An Act prohibiting manufacture or 
sale of road vehicles of certain car
rying capacity with tires of less than 
the prescribed width within the State 
o! Texas, fix ing penalties for the vio
lation thereof; providing the time al 
which such Act shall take effect, and 
decla,ring an emergency." · 

The bill was read, and Senator 
Suiter offered the following amend
ments, which were read and adopted, 
being voted 01,1, separately: 

( 1) Amend the caption of the bill, 
line 17. bY, ~tr~king out the words 
"manufacture c;u:." and inserting after 
the word "sa~e" the words "or offer
ing for sale," and adding after the 
word "th.e" in lii;i.e l&, the word 
" h erein." 

( 2) Amend the bill. line 23, Sec
tion 1, by !nse~ting after the word 
"unlawful" the following : "on and 
after Jan.ua,ry 1, ~920." 

( 3) Amen~ ~he printed bill, line 
24, by striking out the w01;ds, "manu
facture or" and inserting after the 
word "sell" the words "or offer for 
sale." 

( 4) Amend the bill, line 27. by 
inserting after the word "tire" the 
words "on the wheels of same." and 
striking out the word "of" and 
~~angi.ng the co1nma after the word 
"width" to a period, and striking out 
the words "on and after January 1st. 
1920." 

( 5) Amend the printed 11m 11y in· 
ser~jng a, new sec\io,n lo be known a,s 
s.ection 2, which shall read as fol-
lows : · 

"Section 2. This Act shall apply 
to all persons, firms, associations or 
corporations engage.ii in the sale of, 
road vehicles, either at wholesale or 
retail, but shall not a.Pply to Indio 
vld ua ls selling or · offering for sale 
road vehicles purchased for their in· 
dlvldual use." 

c 6) Amend the printed bill by 
striking out Section 2, a.nd insert in 
lieu thereof a new section· to be 
known a,s Section 3, which shall read 
as follows: 

"Section 3. Any firm, association 
or corporation violating the terms of 
th is Art, shall be subject to a penalty 
of not less than one hundred 
($100.00) dollars nor more than one 
thousand ($1,000.00) dol\ars for each 
offen.s.e, to be collecte<i° for th.e b~~ 
fl~ . of the county In which such vlo.
latlon may occur; and ai;i.y person 
violating th.e terms o.f · this Act shall 
be subject to a fin.e of not less than 
one hundred ($100.00) dollars nor 
in ore than on.e ttiousand ( $.1,000.00) 
dollars for each offense, and each sale. 
or offer of sale. In violation hereof 
shall constitute a separate offense." 

( 7) Amend the printed bill, line 
1. page 2, by changing the number 
of Section 3 to Section 4. 

Senator Dean offered the follow
ing amendment: 

Amend by striking out the word 
'one" in line 26, page 1 of the printed 
·,m and insert in lieu ther.eof the 
word "three." 

Senator Clark moved to table the 
amendment, which motion to table 
prevailed by th·e following vote: · · 

Yeas-15. 

Baile}'. Hopkins. 
Buchanan of BeQ. Hudspeth. 
Buchanano,t Scurry.Johnson of HaJil:. 
Caldwell. Parr. 
Clark. Strickland. 
Floyd. Suiter. 
Gibson. Woo<lwa.rd. 
Hall. 

Alder dice. 
Bee. 
Dayton. 
Dean .. 
Decherd. 

Na,ys.-1(). 

King. 
Lattimore. 
McNealus. 
Page. 
Westbrook. 
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Absent. 

Harley. McColl um. 
Henderson. Robbins. 

Civl.l Appeals. while acting as herein 
provided; and declaring <an' emet~ 
gency.''. 

The bill was read second time and 
·passed to Its third reading. · Johnston of. Harr.is. 

Absent-Ex.cused.. On m~»- of; f'i~aw,i: Lattimore, 
the constitutional rule requirin  bills 
to be ·read on three ·several days was 

(Lie.u.tenant Governor Hobby in . suspended ·and H. B. No. 39. put on Its 
th.e ch.a.i.r.). ; third. reading and final passage by 

i the fol~owtn  vote: 
Senator. De.an o~,(ered. tb_e following I · 

11-JP.f/P.dmen·t" wh!c)l. was rea."' and Yeas-,-2!). 
~(l.OJl~ei:J,~ 

\8,), .A. .. mend, b .. Y. stri~ing o) Jt t.he A).d.erd.ice, Hj .. u. d.!)peth. 
Vf:W:d "qne," l~ne. 2(}, PM.e. 1, and l;lailey. ~hnson Of Hall. 
insert "two · B.ee. K.;t~l:l· 

<;>n, m<;>t!on of.. S.,en,a~or s.uiter the :i:i.u.chanan o  Rell. yll,tt1more. 
blll Wll,ll passe.d to. its tklrd. ing. I B .. uch~n.aliof curl"Y,.1\(c:l'{. ealm!. 

· Caidwell. Page. 
i Clark. Pa'rr. 

ll Signed. 
DaYton. Ri?bbi.ns. 
l)ean. Stric;!dand. 

· Floyd. Suiter. 
The Ohair (Lieutenant-Governor G.ibsori. Westbrook. 

H;.Qbl/Yl. ga.ve noti9e of signing, '.llnd Han: · W'obdward. 
did sign, in the pres.eµce ot thf1. Se.n- :B'.iiilklns. 
ate, after its Cl1-I>tion had heen read, 
the ~oliowing bill: 4,b n.t. 

Decherd. 
r.:farley. 
Henilerso.11-. 

John.ston of Harris. 
Mc'Co11rim

Absent-Excused. 

U . .e,. ~o, 470, A bl.JI to be entitled 
"A:Q. .Act to enlarge the. tei;rito~y of 
the Po.i:t Artb.,u~ I1,1di;Pendeitt Sc)l.ool 
1>ts.tric.t. so as ne,reafter to i,n<;lude a 
J>nrtio?Jt of <;<;>IJ?.iiion s.ch:opl cl,istrict 
1'!\?· 11 9,f J.effer11on: Co.upty. a1:1d p,.-o- Smith .. 
Viding that the territory so to be. an· 
nexe(j, tc:> th,e P.ort .A,r.thw:. ~q:deJil~J?-d- · The bill was laid before the Senate, 
en~ School J;>istrlct $all 'cWftli;i.u~. tq read thi·rd time and pa8sed finally by 
pay its pro i'at!!. oJ; taxell. Iev1e.d 9'1: to the fol!{)wing vote: · · 
be. Ievilld for th.e i>ll.Y,in.ent' <;i~ tl1-e in-
terest and l!lin~l,ng 'fun,\l of the bo.nd,s 'Y;e;i.s-23. 
no:w o,uts.t~~di,ri.g, ·q~ C<?JDIJ?..OD Scll-ool 
Ws~r~~\ No.. 1,1. pd. for tl).e man:Q.er ALdei;d.ici;:. H;ull.sI>etl).. 
oJ: tliefr . ll:E!\le.s.sment and co1Iei:tion, BaileY, J.op.ns,on o,f Ua,ll 
etc .. and (leclar!ng. an emergency.'' lie.e. !$:ii)$. 

i;iuchana,n: 9~ B.ell. Lat(imore. 

House Bill ~o. 89. 

The <>.!J."lr laW before the Senate, 
on second reac;Ung, 

H. B. No;' 3·9, A bHI to be entitled, 
"An Act fo relieve the crow< 1d con,-. 
dltion of the dockets of the su·prenie. 
Court by furth,11r regulating the. II/,or}.,e. 
in which, and· thll. c;ondltions on w.b,lch, 
judgmenui. o~ the Qourts of Clvl,1. 4P
peals may be, '!;iro~ght before ti?,~ ~.u
preme C9nrt fot. revision, gi:~ntlng 
additional powers to tb,e. Chief Justice 
and Associate Justices ot the Supreme 
Court and of the. Cc;mrts of Civil Ap
peals, as incidental fo the offices held 
by them; provl(llD.g for compensation 
of certain justices. of the Courts: · ol! 

I,lu,chanSJ!.,Of Scui:ry.P.a,ge. 
Cald.w.elL Par~. 
Clar~ bl1;1i;1. 
Dayton. ~J; . 
l)e~n . Spttei;. 
F.1(;>;v:ll:. W.e~tb.ro.ol\, 
Ql.bion,. Woo.dwa,rf1,. 
Hov~lns, · 

Decherd. 
:A'.air. 
:f!aHe;r. 
'EJ:enderson. 

A ent. 

Joh~.t9n, of Flarris. 
M;cOoll~W· 
M'.c:N'.ealu·s. 

~s.eD,t-Excu.sed. 

Sm,ith. 

Senator Lattimore mo to rec=· 
sider, 'th,e v.ote by. whiCh H. B. No. ·39 ' 
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was passed and table the motion to No. 226 was laid on the table subject 
reconsider. to call. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

House Bill No. 226. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, 
on second .reading, 

H. B. No. 226, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act for the purpose of promot
ing and improving the development of 
the country schools of the State by 
the appropriation of one million dol
lars each year, or such part thereof 
as may be necessary. for the next two 
fiscal years ending August 31, 1918, 
and i919, espectlvely, by allowing the 
State Board of Education to aid any 
one school In any sum not exceeding 
five hundred dollars in any one year, 
and providing that schools receiving 
such aid be located and constructed 
in a certain way and having certain 
and necessary equipment, and provid
ing for the employment of competent 
teachers ; and said act further provid
ing that no school having over three 
hundred scholastics shall receive such 
aid, and providing that schools receiv
ing such aid shall have had certain 
percentage of attendance with excep
tions. and providing said schools shall 
levy a local school tax of not less than 
fifty cents on the one hundred dollars 
valuation, and providing course of 
studv for such country schools, and 
setting aside fifty thousand dollars of 
the appropriation annuaUy for the re
lief of baclrward districts and giving 
the State Board of Education power to 
establish rules and regulations for the 
organization of such country schools 
and otherwise carrying out the Inten
tions of this act, and defining the 
powers of the State Board of Educa
tion, and providing for assistants to 
the State Superintendent to be known 
as rural school supervisors, and pro
viding for reports to be made to the 
State Board of Education, and provid
ing for the manner of payment and 
disbursement of all money granted un
der the provisions of this act, and 
providing said schools can accept the 
benefits of this act without waiving 
the benefits and privileges of other 
laws, and providing certain funds for 
the payment of rural school super
visors and their traveling expenses. 
repealing all Jaws and parts of laws 
In conflict therewith, and declaring 
an emergency." 

On motion of Senator Bee, H. B. 

House Bill No. 138. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
second reading, 

H. B. No. 138, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to be known as the inter· 
changeable jury law, to regulate the 
selection, organization and custody 
of juries In all cases except capital 
and lunacy cases In counties where 
there are now three, or may hereafter 
bfl established three or more district 
courts, and to repeal all laws In con
flict herewith." 

The bfll was read second time and 
on motion or Senator Lattimore, 
passed to Its third reading. 

House Bill No. 231. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
Its seC'ond reading, 

H. B. No. 231, A bill to be entltled 
"An Act to amend Article 900, Title 
10. of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
of the State of Texas of 1911, so as to 
make bail bonds good In all criminal 
cases until verdict for judgment and 
until the defendant Is taken In cus· 
tody by the sheriff, and declaring an 
emergency." 

The committee .report, carrying 
with It the adoption of the committee 
amendment, was adopted. 

The bill was read second time and 
passed to Its third reading. 

On motion of Senator Hopkins, the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days was sus
pended and H. B. · No. 231 put on its 
third reading and final nassa,;e by 
the following vat.;: 

Yeas-21. 

Bee. Johnston of Harris. 
Buchanan of Bell. Lattimore. 
Buchananof Scurry.McCollum. 
Caldwell. Page. 
Clark. Parr. 
Dayton. Robbins. 
Floyd, Smith. 
Gibson. Strickland. 
Hopkins. Suiter. 
Hudspeth. Westbrook. 
Johnson of Hall. 

Absent. 

Alderdlce. 
Balley. 

Dean. 
Decherd. 
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Hall. King. 
B'.arley. McNealus. 
Henderson. Woodward. 

The· bill was laid before the Senate, 
read third time and passed finally. 

Hoose Bil No. 202. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, 
on second reading, 

H. B. No. 202, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 303, Title 
7, Chapter 2, of the. Revised Criminal 
Statutes (1911) of Texas, specifically 
defining the articles or service that 
may be sold or rendered on Sunday, 
as exceptions from the operation of 
the preceding articles of said chapter, 
providing that incorporated cities and 
towns may by ordinance regulate or 
prohibit such sales, or service, and 
provid!Jlg penalties." 
. By unanimous consent and on re
quest of Senator Caldwell, the bill was 
laid on the table subject to call. 

Hoose Bil No. 302. 

The Chair laid be(ore the Senate, 
on second reading, 

H. B. No. 302, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 886, Title 
".3, offenses against public property, 
Chapter 6, Penal Code of 1911, of the 
State of Texas, relative to the protcc· 
tion of certain game, so as to prohibit 
the killing thereof for the next twen
ty-five years; repealing all laws in 
conflict therewith, and declaring an 
emergency." 

The b!Il . was read second time and 
passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Senator Buchanan of 
Scurry, the constitutional rule requir
ing bills to be read on three several 
days was suspended and H. B. No. 
302 ppt on its third reading and final 
passage by the following vote: 

Yeas-25. 
Bee. King. 
Buchanan of Bell. Lattimore. 
Buchanan of Scurry.McCollum. 
Caldwell. McNealus. 
Clark. Page. 
Dayton. P{lrr. 
Dean. Robbins. 
Floyd, Smith. 
Gibson. Strickland. 
B'.al!. Suiter. 
Hudspeth. Westbrook. 
Johnson of Hall. Woodward. 
Johnston of Harris. 

Present-Not Voting. 

Balley. 

Alderdlce. 
Decherd. 
Harley. 

Absent. 

Henderson. 
Hopkins. 

The bill 'was laid before the Sen-
1te. read third time and passed finally. 

Senator Buchanan. of Scurry moved 
lo reconsider the vote by which H. B. 
'io. 302 was passed and table· the mo
tion to reconsider. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

Senaa, Bill No. 887 Set as Special 
Order. 

On motion of Senator Hall, S. B. 
No. 387 was set as a special order for 
next Monday at the conclusion of the 
morning call. 

Hoose Bill No. 127. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, 
on second reading, 

H. B. No. 127, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to render unlawful the issue 
of road warrants or other evidence of 
indebtedness, except bonds as provided 
in Article 605 of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas, for the purpose of 
laying out, constructing, maintaining 
or repairing any road or bridge, un
less the same be payable during the 
current year for which It is Issued, 
and not In excess of the amount that 
can be paid out of the current funds 
of the county for such year." 

The blll was read and on motion of 
Senator Dean the minority (favor
able) committee report was adopted. 

By unanimous consent the bill was 
laid on the table subject to call. 

Hoose Bil No. 864. 

The Cbalr laid before the Senate, 
on second reading, 

H. B. No. 364, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to require the publication In 
some newspaper of general circulation 
of all notices now required by law 
or contract to be given of any act or 
proceeding, whether public or private, 
or relating to a judicial, executive or 
legislative matter, which notice Is now 
authorized by law or contract to be 
made by posting notice In one or more 
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public places; tix1ng ·a time of such\ Russellvllle, K~ .• Feb. 20, 1917. 
publication, and the compensation; 'tJr . ,_ .. :· 
repealing all laws and parts o'r. lli.We Ed West oo~, ~tate Senat?r, 'Seti.-
In conflict herewith, and declaring· ate Ch~'fuber, Austin, Telili:11. 
&n emergency." Notbing, but barrel ot ·cannon. lte-

Pend!ng. fuse 'to le't go. "See 1ett'e'I'. 

Acljournment: 

'At 5 : 55 o'clock p. m .. on motion of 
Senator McNealus, the Senate ad
journed 'ttnt!l 10 o'clock tomorrow 
morntilg. 

APPENDIX A. 

Petitions and Memorials. 

Senator Floyd Offered a petition 
from Hopkins County, asking the 
Legislatl:ire to 'amend the rural school 
faw as regards the appropriation for 
State aid. 

Senator Dayton sent up and hail 
read a numerously signed telegraro 
from Gainesville dppos!rrg Senate Bili 
No. 219 . 

Petitions and letters to Senators 
McNealus and Clark were offered in 
protest to Senate Bill No. 219. 

SP.nator Hudspeth sent Ul> and haci 
'read a numerously signed petition 
from El Paso, asking him to support 
t'he car shed bill, No. 59. 

A letter to Senator Clark from Car
rizo Sp'rfngs, Texas, was read, relat
l'ng to a 'repeal of the insurance law. 

Special Committee Report. 

H. R. JOHNSON. 

Russellvtne, KyJ, 'Feb. 21>, 1917. 

Mi;. Ed Westbrook, Austin, Texas. 
De1fr 'S'rr: Yours ·of the l'Bth 'fost. 

at hand, and contents noted. wrn 
say_ fo .ausw.er .'to your. question's in 
regard to, the cannon, . q1at I ;bought 
It from Mr. A. , L. Hoyst at Aus~Jn, 
~exas, In a big lot of scrap Iron. Mr. 
.H.oyst :told me the cannon was In the 
'lot of Iron and showed it. to me be
fore . I bought the iron. My lJartner, 
Mr. Covington at Russellville, sold 
the cannon to Cli.'ptaln Dale of this 
place. Captain Dale paid ~ 16 freight 
on the cannon, aiid rlifuses to 'give 1t 
up. Thel"e w'as no mountlirg with 't'he 
cann'on, noth!n·g but 'the barren ·of the 
cann6n. I 'showed the cannon to tots 
of people In Austin, and told them 
that It looked to me that the people 
of Austin oug'ht fo tiey l't and keep 
It the'I'e. Could find no one that 
would take any lnterl!st tn It. I got 
home frotn Kansas City Fl'iday, the 
l6tb, and found a letter In regard to 
the cannon. Would have an:swereil 
sooner, bu't have been sick. 

YoUl"s truly, 
H. R. JOHNSON. 

We also conferred with Adjutant 
Hutchings, who informed us that he 
had requested Hon. Robert L. Barnes, 
snecla.1. 'agent In charge of the United 
States Bureau of Investigation, De
'partmen't Of Justice, that action bo 

Committee Room, taken by his department for the re-
Austin, Texas, February 2 8, 1917. tl•.'r,., of United States o'rdinance sold 

· . as junk. 
Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the Feelfng that the ci>rrespon·dence be-

Senate. tween partles'lnlhe conductfng of the 
Sir: We, your Committee appotnte:1 House Investigation pertaining to this 

to Investigate the disappearance of matter would furnish some enllght
the old cannon that were in the Capi· cnment on thfs ·subject, we requested 
to! grounds, General Hutchings to 'fll'riifs'h us 

Beg leave to report the following: i copies of 'said correspondence, wblcib 
We at once got In touch with H. I he did, and which is here respect'ful1y 

'.R· Joh11son 'of Russellvill!l, Ky., to i submitted. 
,';''horn It, wa:s reported that some of! . 
the13e old cannon ha!l been sold as ' Austm, Texas, February 26, 1917. 
~lrnk, and req'Uested •him to furnish. Hon. Ed. West'brook, Senate cha'in-
us informat'to'n as to the·truth'fulnesti her. . • . . , 
of 't'he ·report. Whereupon we re- Subject: United ordnance sold ·as 
,cefved the 'following telegram and let-

1 

junk. 
ter, which are self-explanatory: • 1. f(;;ferrfn'g to our conversatloD 
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o! ';!V'en -dli.t'e, i: ii'tn ~hts d'liy trli:hs'ini't
itt#g '6'o}ii-l!s b.t 'c!:irtestlbp.aen-ce 'with 
li'eferel:tee ti> U:b.'ited States ·ordilanc~ 
'SO'l.(l as 'junk. . 
. "~1 , If in_ }~iny _relii,>~c! !his corre·s
P,ondence does not _.give all the information jiesired, such foformation Will 
if!l given on reque·s·t if avaHable i!I 
this departm~_nt, 

HEN·RY HUTCHINGS. 

Austin, Texas, l<'ebruary 9, 1"91•1. 
i!o:ii. Ice ·B. Re13ves, Chairman HoUB•! 

. .O.t . Repres!Jn:taUves, Suiliii-ng. 
,Subject: (l)rdnattce. 
1. Referring to t he three ·cannon 

which mred to be in the 'Capitol 
grbltnds, i -have th'e honor to State 
they were Te:nio'ved 11.t 'the reQ.n:est Of 
the "fctrmer state •Sufieri'iitendent ·or 
Bliildfftgs 'and 'G"rounas, for 'tlie rea
!lc1n 't'lilit tne Wtiotlen 'gun carrfages 
had becotb.'6 rso 'rot.fen "th!it 'it ·was "pos
ilfb'Ie 'tOr 'tli:e 'i>fo·cEis to cOilapse and 'in -
jure children, who "were l!onStant'ry 
pl~yin'~ !i.1-ouna tiiE!Ih.. . 
. 2. . Two Qf. th\) othr.ee pieces . are 
now 'a't 'the Sta:te Arsenal, Camp Ma
bry, on the patched-up carriages; the 
other .piece is at Camp Mabry, dis
mounted, "the carriage having fallen 
to piece~ while ·sent there. 

3. These cannon so far as t his 
department is concerned, can be re
turned to the Capitol grounds at anr 
ffme. 

4. It is possible serviceable car
riag_es could be otitained from the 
Ordnance Department at nominal 
prices, if not an appropriation should 
be ma:de of $10-0 for each carria:ge 
desired. 

5. With reference ·to the canti011 
!!did ·a:s juil'k, ·which 1 am in'formeh 
fl; 'II!atkeil ''U. S.," I 'ha've 'reporteil 
in aetb.tl to 't'he :fjroper United ·states 
otficl!i:, "the :state not lieing short any 
cannon for which it . is accountable. 

. HENRY FrUTCHINGS. 

Austin, Texas, ·Feb. 9, 1917. 
'From tlie A.djirtant General, State 

of 'rexas, 'to Hoµ. 'Rol,>ert L. Barnes, 
Federal :Bulldiilg, ·sa:n Anton!O, 
Texas; slibJect-U. ·s. O'rd1fancie Sol"d 
as Junk. . .. 

l. Attention Is invited to first 
paragraph of -enclosed. resolution in
trdduced in the Leglslli.ture by Mr. 
Reeves. 

'2. 1: find ·tha:t the cannon referred 
to was bought by Ur . .A. L. :Hoist of 
411'9 West •'Si!conli ·street, Austin, 

airont six yeats ago -Cro:m :Mr. John 
E. Ally. at that trme a tesid,ent of 
Austin, bU't rio'w a motorman in the 
San Aµtonlo Electric Railway ser
vice. Mr. John E . .Ally got it from 
his fatber (uow lfead) and who had 
'hll:d 1'1:. fbr severa1 years. 

3. M:rr .. Hoist llh~'PPed the Junk to 
Loh'fs .P. 'Hym'ail '& Co., 525 East 
Market irtteel, 'I.ioui!iV'i.H-e, Ky., about 
a w.gek ago. 

4. Ttte H. 'R. Johnson Teferred to 
in news rtem I~ :A:ust.fn albout a 
week ago, p'resumipt1vely for RU'Bsell
vllle, Ky., a'Iid it is supposed sold to 
Hyman. 

5. Mi'. ·an·d Mrrs. H. ·c. Jones left 
;tbOut a week ·ago, and Mr. ilones' ad
dre:;;s . is 11.ow 400 Kan·sas 'City Life 
Building, Kansas City, Mo. 

6. I . enclos-e copy o·f my letter to 
Mr. Rl)eves. 

7, It is suggested the cannon be 
located at Louisyi:lle and 'th·e Chief 
of Ordnance notified ; in order that 
further action may be taken if de
sired. 

HENRY HUTCHINGS. 

Austin, Texlts, Feb. '13 , 1917. 
Gen,eral H;utch!ngs. 

Dear Sir: I herewith enclose a 
co.PY of a letter I . got :rrom John E . 
Ally iii i:egard to _the removing pf the 
cannon from the Capitol grounds. 

Pleas-a compare this letter of Ally 
to the ones you serit me. Yours 
trtify, 

ICE B. REEVES. 

S:.tn Antonio; Texas, '.Feb. 11, 1917. 
HQ:ii. Jee "B. Reeves. 

Dear Sir: In answer to yours of 
the 9th in,stant, will say the ,cannon 
that I sold to Mr. Hoist with a lot 
of,'cith,er junk was bought bY my 
father from a l\ir. Smith, who at that 
time lived at th-a corner o·f Comal 
~n~ ._Wii!ow streets, .Austiµ. , Texas, 
and 1 "think he still ·lives there. I 
think lie was working ·ror the State 
at the tiine, ·assi'Stant in . the Capitol 
grounds. The cannon lay on the 
sidewark bY his fence fc:1r a long 
time. ·'.My ·father bo1o1ght it ;and took 
it home ·and ·kept . it in the front 
yard. ·~e gav~ it . to. me ·before he 
died, ·and I did not have any place 
to ·keep it, so ·r . ~old it to Mr. Hoist 
with i1 lot . of. oth-er ~unk \hat was 
a,ro.iind home t1iere -after my father 
dl~.d. 

Y:ou s~e Mr. Sm~fh; he may be able 
to ta.II yo~ some "things a)lout it. 

1f 1 can be of any service to you fn 
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any way please let me hear from 
you. Very respectfully, 

(Signed) JOHN E. ALLY. 

Austin, Texas, Feb. 17, 1917. 
From Assistant Quartermaster 

General, State of Texas, to Hon. Jee 
B. Reeves, member of Legislature, 
st .. te of Texas; subject-Removal of 
Old Cannon from Capitol Grounds. 

I. In compliance with your re
qu est to investigate the removal of 
an old cannon from the Capitol 
grounds on account of a resolution 
being Introduced in the House of 
Representatives by you, the follow
ing is the history of the matter: 

:I . Three of the old cannon that 
were in the Capitol grounds are now 
at Camp Mabry, Texas; two being 
mounted on their carriages in front 
of the State Arsenal, and one being 
dhm10untd on account of its carriage 
ha \'ing rotted down. 

3. In reference to cannon sold to 
Mr. Hoist, a local dealer in junk, by 
Mr. John C. Ally, I found upon in
vestigation that Mr. William Smith, 
who worked as a laborer in the Cap
itol grounds under the admi11istra
tion of Governor Lanham for four 
years (Mr. Gilbert having been Su
perintendent of Publlc Buildings and 
Grounds at that time), and who also 
wor~:ed under the administration of 
GovC'rnor Campbell (Mr. Day having 
been Superintendent of Public Build
ings and Grounds at that time), was 
given the above mentioned cannon by 
a man by the name of Lawson, who 
was a foreman; that is , to the best 
{)f his recollection. He further 
states that he removed the cannon to 
his home on the corner of Comal and 
Will ow streets, of this city, and it 
laid there for some time, and when 
he sold out his property at that place 
he sold the cannon, together with a 
lot of other junk, to J. C. Ally for a 
dollar, or a dollar and a half, to the 
best of his recollection. Mr. Smith 
further stated that he did not know 
at that time that the cannon was 
given to him that he did not have 
any right to its possession, and he 
will make affldavit to all facts set 
forth, provided a notary public ls 
taken out to his home, as he ls un
able to leave the house. 

4. Mr. William Smith Is an old 
Confederate soldier and a pensioner, 
and served as a private In Company 
G, Anderson's Cavalry, Confederate 
States Army; his war record shows 

that he was In Fulcord's Battalion; 
he enlisted in January, 1863, and 
served to the close of the war. The 
old man Is very infirm and feeble 
and is tJ.ed-rldden. 

5. In a personal interview with 
Mr. Gilbert, who was Superintendent 
of Public Buildings and Grounds un
der Governor Lanham: he claims he 
has no knowledge whatever of the 
existence of the cannon, and did not 
authorize Its disposition. 

6. I also interviewed Mr. Day, 
who was Superintendent of Public 
Buildings and Grounds under Gover
nor Campbell, and he also disclaims 
any knowledge of the matter. 

7. Both of the above mentioned 
gentlemen, however, have a faint 
recollection of an old cannon that 
laid outside of the Capitol grounds 
on what is now Brazos street, but 
both claim that they exercised no 
supervision over the cannon. 

8. The foregoing report ls hereby 
respectfully submitted. 

J . T. STOCKTON, 
Major Q. M'. Corps, T. N. G., As

Rfstant Quartermaster General of 
Texas. 

Austin, Texas, Feb. 17, 1917. 
Major J. T. Stockton. 

Dear Sir: I am enclosing a copy 
of a letter I have just received ann 
like for you to compare it to the one 
I sent you from John E. Ally of San 
Antonio. 

Yours truly, 
ICE B. REEVES. 

Louisville, Ky., Feb. 14, 1917. 
Mr. Ice B. Reeves,. Austin, Texas. 

Dear Sir: Referring to your let· 
ter of February 9, concerning an 
old cannon, beg to advise that we 
purchased a quantity of Iron from 
Mr. Holst of your city, but up to this 
writing none of the merchandise bas 
arrived. 

We have absolutely no use for can· 
nons. W'e get better results with 
honey and molasses. 

If, however, upon receipt of this 
merchandise we find the cannon In 
question we will be glad to hold same 
subject to your Instructions. 

Yours very respectfully, 
LOUIS P. HYMAN & CO. 

Austin, Texas, Feb. 24, 1917. 
From the Adjutant General, State 

of Texas: to Honorable Ice B. Reeves . 
House of Representatives, Building; 
subject, U. S. ordnance sold aa Junk. 
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y 
of my letter to Honorable Robert L. 
Barneii, Special Agent In charge of 
U. S. Iforeau of Investigation, De
partment of Justice, of even date, re
questing action by his department 
for return of U. S. ordnance sold as 
junk. 

2. Also attached is copy of file in 
this matter for your information. 
· 3. Immediately on receipt of ad
vices from Mr. Barnes, I will commu
nicate with you further. 

HENRY HUTCHINGS. 

on file and the date of enlistment 
has not been found. A regimental re
turn for January, 1865, shows hhn 
as "absent sick In hospital and re
ported by surgeon's certificate." No 
later record of him has been found. 

There are no rolls on file In this 
office of Fulcord's Battalion. Texas 
Cavalry, Confederate State Army, 
and no record has been found of the 
capture or parole of a man named 
W. M. Smith (or Wm. Smith) as of 
that organization. 

G. W. ANDERSON, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 24, 1917. The Adjutant General.. 

From the Adjutant General, State In view of the Information, and 
of Texas; to Honorable Robert L. the facts stated above and the fur
Barnes, San Antonio, Texas: subject, ther fact. that Generai Hutchings Is 
U. S. ordnance sold as junk. I giving his attention to the matter 

1. Referring to my prior letter we do not deem ft necessary to mak~ 
to you of February 9, 1917, accom- any recommendations in the matter. 
panied by copy of my letter to Hon- Respectfully submitt d 
orable Ice B. Reeves of same date, WESTBR~OK 
your attention Is now Invited to cop- ROBBINS ' 
fes of attached reports and letters HALL ' 
bearing on slime subject. · 

2. It now seems the cannon ts 
. with Captain Dale at Russellville, 

Kentucky, who refuses to return ft 
to Its proper custodian-the Super
intendent · of Public Buildings and 
Grounds at Austin, Texas. 

3. It Is requested through your 
department that Captain Dale be 
given an opportunity to voluntarily 
return said ordnance and that if he 
fails to avail himself of this opportu
nity, that necesi:ary steps be taken 
to force the return. 

HENRY HUTCHINGS. 

War Department. 
The Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, Oct. 2, 1912. 
Respectfully returned to the Com

missioner of Pensions, State of 
Texas, Austin. 
The records show that one Wm. 

Smith, private, and second sergeant, 
Company G, Duff's Battalion Partisan 
Rangers, latterly Company G, Thirty
third Texas Cavalry, Confederate 
!Jtates Army, enlisted November 1, 
1862. On the company roll for May 
and June, 1863, last on file, he was 
reported as on detached ·service. No 
later record of him has been found 
as of thla organization. 

The reports also show that one W. 
:M; Smith · was a private of Company 
G, Anderson's (latterly Border's) 
Texas ·Cavalry, Confederate States 
Army, There are no company rolls 

Engrossing Committee Reports. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President or tho 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills has had Senate Bill No. 396 
oarefully compared, and finds the 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Teras, February 28 ,1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, Presid.ent of tho 
Senate. 
Sir: Your .Qommlttee on Engrossed 

Bllls has had Senate Bill No.· 390 
icarefully com1;>ared, and finds the 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills has had Senate Bill No. 433 
carefully compared, and finds the 
same correctly engrossed. 

A.LDERDICE, Chairman. 
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Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917. 

'Hon. w P . Hobby, 'President of the 
Senate. 
Sir : Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills has had ·senate B'ill No. 16 $ 
'ca'refillly compared , and finds the 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDE'flD'ICE, c'halrmlln. 

'Committee R6otti , 
Austin , Texas, February 28,1917. 

Hon. w. P . Hobby, President of "th<.: 
senate. 
Sir : Your C6min'ltt:ee on Engrossed 

Bills has had Senate Bill ·No . 394 
C.arefully compared, and finds th\? 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Com.mlttee "iloom, 
Austin, Texas, 'February 2 S,191 7. 

E n .,_ W. P. Hobb)', President of th" 
Senate. 
Sir : Your Committee on Engrossej 

B!lls has had Senate Bill No . 35 ;~ 
carefully compared, and finds the 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Committee Roo·m, 
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917. 

Hon. W . P . Hobby, President ()f the 
Senate. 
Sir : Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills has had Senate Bill No . 9 5 
carefully compared, and finds th" 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Texas, February 28,1917. 

Hon. W. P . Hobby, President of th1, 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Co'mmittee on Engrosse:! 

Bills has had Senate Biil No. 3 5 7 
carefully compared, and finds the 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Te'Xas, February 28,1917. 

Hdn. w. P. Hobby, President of the 
Fen ate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Eilgr6ssed 

Bins bil's had Senate Bill No. 1&07 
carefully compared, and finds the 
same correctly ·engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Coinmfttee Room, 
Austin, Texas, ·Febraarr 28,l1117. 

'Aon . W. P. Hobby, Presld.ent o'f tbu 
setJ.lite. 
sFr : Yoi.tr Committee. pn Engrossed 

'Biils bas had Senate Bill No. 43fl 
oarefu'lly compared, and ·finds th& 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 
Coqimlttee Room, 

Aust!n,,'.I'e;i:as, February 28,1111'7. 
Hon. W . P. Hobby, President of th3 

Senate. 
Sir : Your Co.mmittee on Engrossed 

BH~s has bad Sen'a'te Bill No. 43ll 
carefully colnpared, and 'finds 'the 
same C'ol'tectly engr6ssed. 

CALDWELL, V1ce Chil.!rman. 

odmmfttee 'R'eP<>rts. 
(Floor Ret>or't. ) 

, . Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 23, ·1917. 

Hon. W . P. Hobby, President of 'the 
Senate. 
Str: Your Committee on Finance, 

to whom \vas referred 
S. B. No. 334J A btll ,fo !J.e_ entitled 

"Au Art to tna:Ke an emergency ap-
11roprlhtion ·for the purpose of pur
chasib.1; and 'install!i:t'g ii. iiforage 
ta'n k and '6th er filci1(ties to st6re a'nd 
convey on from the southwest Texas 
State Norin'al, and declaring a:n 'emer
gency," 

Have had the s!!me uiide'r ·consld
eraliO'n, and beg leave to report same 
back to the Senate with the recom
menda.tion that it do pass and be not 
printed. 

Hudi<peth, Chairman·; Johnson, 
Page, mng, Clark, Bee, Dean, Hop
kins, Caldwell, Westb'rook. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 27, 1917. 

Hon. w. P. Hobby, ·President ·ot the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Commltte·e 6n Iilslir

;mce and Hanktn·g, to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 499, A bill to be 'entitled 
... An Act to ·amend "Sectlon·s 5, "6, i, 
9 an'd 29, of Chapter 106, ·oeneral 
Laws of the Regular Sesslotl 'of the 
Thirty-third Legislature, approved 
A·pril 2, 19lS, the same befo·g '.A'.n 
Act to repeal Chal>ter ·s ·or the Gen.:. 
era-I Laws ·of the 'Fourth Called 'Sl!ir
slon of th·e Thirty-ftr!rt L'eglslafu'r'e 



:of the ·State pf Texas, app'ro·ved Se'p~ 
•umrber '6, 1910, kMW11 'a8 t'lre ~ta'te 
1tr1m1'auc'e BaaTd 'l.la\v, 'an·d to "Provide 
'CO'ndltianl! lipo'n w'llich 'fil'e i'ii!ftlraiice 
't01npa'nm illa~ h'ereaffer tra'irsa'.ct 
tJ'.ull'l'n'Etsl! 'in 'the Bta~e Of Telril:$, an'lt 
to create the s'tate ii'fre tnsu'ta'l:ic'e 
CommiSs'ion·, and to prE!!lcribe its ·du
ties 'tnd ·a'uthorit~. -and sala<rles and 
ntembe'rs and to 'P'rovide for their ap
pai'ntment ·and remo'val, and to pro
vide that hereafter the rate of pre
miums to b~ ·c~ar~ed J>Y fire insur
Jl.IJCe cpmpaUi!'lB ~µ. t'!J,ls State shall lie 
ilir;ed and . qetermined ,11.nd prom1_1l-

t .. a ... ~e. d, .'e~clli11.lvelj' .~r .,sa14 !?fate .· r ... ir.e 
n~u'r~.c:;e 9.omn:i~~~io~, .. 3;n'~ .. to . pro
'ibit a;py sucl;i. . , nsurance com.

·pailies . 'from 'C6uectiD'~ 'o'r ;t1i ~v1ng 
'a'D~ 'tirtm~utna 'r,'n 'a;c!cou'n ~ ·policies 
·o't fli'e ftHmrar ee 'fsiffled. by em un
\:ei!s t'fie rat'e  'of l/U' h '~i'emiums ha've
1ieen ~ lfixe a, 'l!:nd < 4lte'rmtn ·aM 
'P'rbm'Ultfltell 'by ·!! IJrd Stat:e Fire rn-
f;nrafl:e'e '0tiir m1ssf<ttr; t:o i>fov' de c r
ta1n ·cmidl'ttotrl! •uni U'Dl'itatlo :s on 
ill'~ insurance cob.tradtl! ·or polfcee, 
and lpTOVfdln-g !penalties for Violattons 
~f :11ro'Visione of this Act, a'mi aPlJl'O
priatJng money :necessatY . to carry 
out . it!! provisions, and declaring au 
s,~!!i:.~. encr: "so tll:at . .. he.1'.'eafter -sa!d 
11,ictlons 6, &, 8, ~ and 2!>, of said 
~apter ,lo's1• shal~ f>rovi,de in 11ub
stail(!e; to nx Jh" S!!-larllls of the 
'.i#l#nbers ·or the State Ffre~rmiurance 
'd6'inmt'iiS!on ~iia to rov'lae for an 
apse!!S'dletit f 'one . a*d ne-fou
'.p .~~.o~ \le~ e!!nt 9.n . ~h.e ,,'gtoss . premtil Of a l fire tnsu' a'nc c mpa
bl'es . ofnk 'buslilt!ss in this \r~e 
'be 'expe'itlted ID. catryfU11; ou't the pro
vll!lo ~a ' Act, and lfmlt 'the ag
tfSg endft'ilre o'f 'th'e Coinmls
fllbn 't>urpO'se ildfng the 
11alar he 'rhl!Drbers 'thereOf, In 
a:ny one yeaT, to ·~ 'fh'.e e11ID prb
d'ueed by ·a:n assessment of o'rre atid 
one-fourth per ce:llt on the -gross 'J)r0-
mlu~s of all tire msuranee companies 
doing business in .this State, and 1n· 
sert ln lieu thereof "of ,one hundred 
jl~d -~hlrty (hou,s1tn.d . dollars. ($130,
()00.00)."; . and to pre.scribe the du
:t)es ·and P,owers of tne state Fire 
'I'ii'Bffi'anc~ 'coW,mlsslqn . wfth .• resnect 
1'.P._ 't\e co'ilect<c> n and clas ications 
'l:Jr dat~ 'i»ertathlng, ·to 'fires. il.M U i 
~lig 'and ]>rom'Qtgatfn'g 'of tes 'of 
'i>remfoms "tlii.'l!~ ' on 'B ch, 'g~ta, 't9 
prescribe the oowers ah~ d' le'B 'of 
ttre Fire 'M11.'r!ltii!1 of tlie State Fire 
I1Jl!Ul'2li'ce 'Conrnrt'sl!'IOn 'rell!.ttrtg 'to 
tM! tn'vP.l!tikattb'il of ftres, 'and ttlo 
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correctiO'll. of 'tire h-a~a'rds, ·and declar
in-g a'n emergency," 

Have ha'd th'e sanre under ·consid
eration, an'd I am i:nstrnCte'll to re
port the same back to -the 'Senate 
with the I'ecommil'ndation that it do 
p;iss ·a,rrd be :not prlnte·d, but be print
ed in the ·J ourn_a;\. .. . . . 

OIBSO~. Chairman. 

By Plllow, H:. B. N'o. ~9

A B·l'Ll'.. 
To Be Entitte'd 

An A:ci ;to ii.mend 'sectio 5, 6, 8, ll 
a  'Chapter l'b'il, ral Laws 
Of 'the n!jgillar 'Sessfon o'f the 'I'hlr
ty-thii'd :Leglslatu·re, approve on 

rl'l 2, f9l3 , t'he sa'me ·befng "An 
Act 'to repea~ apter 8 ·o'f 'the ·oen-
11ra' 'Laws o·r the Fourt'h .Called 
Session ·o:~ the ·Thlrty~flrst Leglsla
·tu.re ·or t'he State ·or Texas, ap
i>rqved ~~i,>t ~r . 's, 191 , 'known 
as the State Insurance Board Law, 
a'nd 'to 'provide conclft!ons upon 
which fire insurance co'riipanies 
mll:y 1iei'ea:t'ter triitlsilcft b'u1iin"ss 'ln 
the .State ~f Tens, iLUd 'fo creat13 
die State Fire Iiisurance Cdmtnls
sion, ·and \o ptesciib·e 'its duffes and 
'autborfty, ·1l'i1.d tbe ·a·uue-s and a 
thorrty of ea:cb m:etnber '.t1Jereof, 
and to fix the safarles Of 't'be Uiimi
bers, ktid 'tb p·rovtde ·ror thei'r ap
porntmiiiit a:tid 'I'embvlll, and ta 
provide that hereafter the rate of · 
premf'llms to be charged by fire 
insunnce cbmt>an1es in thts ·Sui:te 
shaU tie fixed aild ifete'I'mlned an11 
romulgated ·excltrstvely by said 

State Fire Insurance ·cbtn'Il'l.'i'ssion, 
and to prahlbtt a'ny such ffr:'e 'in
surance ·com'J)any 'from 'collectrng 'Cir 
receiving -any ·premfU:m11 o·n ·account 
of policies of ftre in'surance i!isile1 
·by them, unless the rate ·O'f such 
prem'iutn:s ·have ·1reen so fixed and 
determined and 'Promulgated by 
said 'State 'Fire Insurance ·comrnis
'slon; 'to !provide C'e'l'tatn cbnditlons 
and limitations on fire Insurance 
contracts '.or 'JlOllcies, and 'provtd
fat' 11enaltle'S for vlolatlone or ·PTo
vislons of this Act, •and a"Ppro'J)rlat
ing money Jtece!tsary to carry out 
· provisions, and declarliig an 
e ergeitQy," ·so that ·hereafter. said 

.ectio:ns .6. -6, 8, 9 ·l\tld 29 of safti 
G 'll hlr 106, shall 'Jll'Ovlde 'in 'llub
·11tance; to fix tile ·salk'riee of the 
members of 'the State ·Fire Insur-
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an.ce Commission and to provide 
for an assessment of one and one· 
fourth ( 11) per cent on the gross 
premiums of all fire insurance com
panies doing business in this State 
to be expended In carrying out the 
provisions of said Act and limit the 
aggregate expenditures of the Com
mission for all purposes, including 
the salaries of the members there
of, In any one year, to the sum of 
one hundred and thirty thousand 
dollars ($130,000.00), and to pre
scribe the duties and powers of the 
State Fire Insurance Commission 
with respect to the collection and 
classification of data pertaining to 
fires, and the fixing and promul
gation of rates of premiums based 
upon sucb data, to prescribe the, 
powers and duties of the Fire Mar
shal of the State Fire Insurance 
Commission relating to the inves
tigation of tires, and the correction 
of fire hazards, and declaring an 
emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature or 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That Section 6 of Chap

ter 106 of the General Laws.of the 
Regular Session of the Thirty-third 
Legislature be amended so as to here
after read as follows: 

Sec. 5. The members of the Com
mission other than the Commissioner 
of Insurance and Banking, shall each 
receive as compensation for their 
services the sum of thirty-six hun
dred dollars ($36,000.00) per annum. 
and the Commissioner of Insurance 
and Banking shall receive as com
pensa tlon or salary for his services 
under this Act, the sum of five hun
dred dollars ( $500 .00) per annum, in 
addition to bis compensation as now 
fixed by law. Such salary of the two 
appointed members of said Commis
sion and the said five hundred dol
lars ($500 .00). salary of the Commis
sioner of Insurance and Banking, to
gether with the necessary compensa
tion of experts, clerical force, and. 
other persons employed by said Com
mission, and all necessary traveling 
expenses, and such other expenses as 
may be necessary, Incurred In carry
ing out the provisions of this Act, 
shall be paid by warrants drawn by 
the Comptroller upon the State Treas-

. urer upon the order of said Commis
sion; provided, that the total amount 

of all salaries and said other expenses 
shall not exceed the sum produced by 
the 11,11sessment of one and one-fourth 
( 1!) per cent of the gross premiums 
of all fire Insurance companies doing 
business in this State, as provided lo. 
Section 29 of said Act. 

Sec. 2. That Section 6 of Chapter 
106 ot the General Laws of the Regu
lar Session of the Thirty-third Legis
lature be amended so as to hereafter 
read as follows : 

Sec. 6. The State Fire Insurance 
Commission shall have the sole and 
exclusive power and authority, ancl 
it shall_ be its duty to prescribe, fix, 
determine and promulgate the rates 
of premiums to be charged and col
lected .by fire Insurance companies 
transacting business .In this State. As 
soon as practicable after this Act 
shall take effect, the State Fire In
surance Commission shall begin the 
work of fixing and determining and 
promulgating the ratee of premiums 
to be eharged and collected by fire 
insurance companies throughout the 
State, and the making and adoption 
of Its schedules of such rates, and 
then until such time as this work 
shall have been fully completed said 
Commission shall have full powe'r and 
authority to adopt and continue In 
force the rates of premiums which 
may be lawfully charged and col
lected when this Act shall take effect, 
or any portion thereof, for such time 
as it may prescribe, Or until the work 
of making such schedules for the en
tire State shall be completed. Said 
Commission shall also have authoritv 
to alter or amend any and all such 
rates of premiums so fixed and de
termined and adopted by It, and to 
raise or lower the same, or any part 
thereof, a.s herein provided. Said 
Commission shall have authority to 
employ clerical help, Inspectors, ex
perts and other assistants, and to In
cur such other expenses as may be 
necessary In carrying out the pro
visions of this Act; provided that 
such expenses, Including the salaries 
of the members Of the Commission. 
shall not exceed In the .aggregate, for 
any fiscal year, the sum or one hun
dred and thirty thousand dollars 
{$130,000.00). . 

It shall be the duty ot said Com
mission to ascertain as soon as prac
ticable the annual tire loas 1n this 
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State; to obtain, to make and main- relation to the matter under investi
tain a record thereof and collect. such gation, and shall cause the same to 
data and' information with respect be reduced to writing, and if he shall 
thereto as will- enable said Commls- pe of the opinion that there is evi
slon to classify the fire losses of this dence sufficient to charge any person 
State, the causes thereof, and the with the crime of arson, or with the 
amount of premiums collected there- · attempt to commit arson, or of con
for for each class of risks and the spiracy to defraud or criminal con
amount paid thereon, in such man· duct in connection with such, he shall 
ner as will be of assistance in de- arrest or cause to be arrested such 
terminlng equitable insurance rates, person, and shall furnish to the prop
methods of reducing such fire losse~ er prosecuting attorney all evidence 
and reducing the insurance rates of secured, together with the names of 
the State, or sub-divisions of the witnesses and all information ob
State. tained by him, including a copy .of all 

Sec. 3. That Section 8 of Chapter pertinent and material testimony tak
;1.06 of the General Laws of the Regu- en in· the case, and it shall be tho 
lar Session of the Thirty"third Legis- duty of the State Fire Marshal to 
lature be amended so as to hereaftPr assist in the prosecuion of all such 
read as follows: complaints filed by him. Provided, 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the that all investigations held by or un
Fire Marshal of the State Fire In- der the direction of the State Fire 
surance Commission, who, for the Marshal may, in his discretion, be pri
purpose of this Act. shall be referred vate, and persons other than those re
to as the State Fire Marshal, at the quired to be present may be excluder! 
discretion of the Board, and upon the from the place where such investiga. 
;request of the mayor of any city or tion ls held, and the witnesses may 
Village, or the chief of a fire depart- be kept separate and apart from each 
ment of any city or village, or any other and not allowed to communl
flre marshal where a fire occurs with- cate with such others until they have 
in such city or village, or of a county been examined; and all testimony 
or a district judge, or of a sheriff or taken in an investigation under the 
county attorney of any county whert> provisions of this Act may, at the 
a fire occurs within the district or election of the State Fire Marshal, be 
county of the officers making such withheld from the public. 
request, 'or of any fire insurance com- Sec. 4. That Section 9 of Chapter 
pany, or its general, State or special 106 of the Gener11l Laws of the Regu
agent, interested in a loss, or of a lar Session of the Thirty-third Legis• 
policy holder sustaining a loss, or lature be amended so as to hereafter 
upon the direction of the State Fire read as follows: 
Insurance Commission to forthwith Sec. 9. The State Fire Marshal is 
investigate at the place of such fire hereby authorized to enter at any 
before loss can be paid, the origin, time any buildings or premises where 
cause and circumstances of any fire fire occurred or is in progress, or any 
occurlng within this State, whereb)' place contiguous thereto, for the pur
property has been :destroyed or dam- pose of investigating the cause, origin 
aged, and shall ascertain if possible. and circumstances of such fire. The 
whether the same was the result of State Fire Marshal, upon the com
any accident, carelessness or design, plaint of any person, shall, at all rea
and shall make a written report sonable hours, for the purpose of ex
thereof to the State Insurance Com- amination, enter into and upon alt 
mission. The State Fire Marshal buildings 11nd premises Within thts 
shall have the power to administer State, and its.hall be his duty to enter 
oathsL take testimony, compel the at· upon and make or cause to be entered 
tendance of witnesses and the pro- upon or ·made; at any time, a. thor
ductlon of documents. When, in his ough examination of mercantile, man
opinion, further investigation is nee- ufacturlng and public buildings, and 
essary, he shall take or cause to be all places of public amusement, or 
taken, the testimony on oath of all where public gatherings are held, to
persons s.upposed to . be cognizant of gather with the premises belonging 
any facts, or to have knowledge Ju thereto. whenever he shall find any 
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buUd,ing or other s.~r1,1,ct.ure whl,ch, (Qr, : u.n.expended bA~nce 11£ tbe. e111d ot 
want of repair or l/Y rea,iio,n. QJ 11.ge or 1 11-ny year, th11 State Fite. Insura.ucu 
lillapidated cond.iotiQn.. or which for. 'Commi/>slo:n. shall i:.ed.uce the asseas
any cause is liable to Ore, a.nd 'Yblc~ , ment for the succeeding year so that 
is. so sltua,ted as tr;> end.l!ongei; Qther ·tbe ai;no\1nt produced and paLd lnto. 
buildings or property, Qr is so o.c- I the S.ta,te treas.ur.r, together with sa11. 
cupied that fire wou.ld endangf;lr. per I unw1pen<I.ed 'balance. !.n th;e Treasury, 
sons Qr proJ.ll;lrty therein, and wh.eu- : wil;l no.t exce.11d the 11.w.ount appropr~ 
ever he shall find an imprOPf;ll'. o~ iated- for tbe current year, to pay alt 
dangerous a.rrangement of. stoves. in.ecess.ary expen.s.es. ot malnta!nlng 
ranges, furnac(;ls or other heating ap- ithe Commission, whicll fund11 shall be 
pliances o~ any kind whatsoever, in- [pal,d out upon requisition made out 
eluding chlm,neys, flu.el! a.nd pipe~ [and flle.d by a majority of the. Com
with which the same may be con- )mission, w.ben the Comptrqlle.r shall 
r.ected, or dangerous arrangement of !Issue warrants therefor. 
lighting systems or devices, or a dan-· 1· Sec. 6. Tl,i.e. tact that the State 
gerous storage of exploi;ives, com- Fire Ins,1,1rance C.r;>mml.sslon Is_ unable 
pounds, petroll,)um, gasoline, kero.- I tc adequ.ately perform all the. dutl.e:t 
sene, da,ngerous chemicals, vegeta.ble i l~pc:is.ed upon l.t by law, and tb.e great 
produc;ts, ashes, combustible, inflam- 1 importance to the p!Japle of Texas. 
mable and refuse materials, or other that the provisions of tb,e State Fire 
conditions which may be dangerous in : Insurance Commission ·Law be a.1'.ec 
character, or liable tQ cause or pro- Q.uate~y ad,mlt;1.fstered, a.i;i.di "tlie fu.i:tbe~. 
mote fire, or create conditions dan- fact tha,t thi,s ls the Regul~i; sesf?lon. 
gerous to. firemen or occupants, h~ of the Legislature when th.e ca,le,nda,'( 
shall order the same to be removed w!U l/e cro.wded "'.ith bl~l.11, tbu.s. r.e.
or remedied, and such or~er sb~ll be .quh:lng an early dlspos.it!on. of thlll. 
forthwith complied with by the oc · measure, creates an em.~rg(;lncy a.i;i,.i 
cupant or owner of such building or a1;1. imperaUve publ.lc necel\IS~tY th.a.~ 
premises, and the State Fire Marshal the co~.stitutloµal ru,le requh;l.ng b~lla. 
is hereby authorized, when necessarv. to l?e read on, three se;vera,l d,a,ys Q!l 
to apply to a court ot competent Ju- suspen,ded, and that thlli! A.c.t sha,U 
rlsdictlon. for the necessary writs or ta!!;e effect from and after its PllJl-
orders to enforce the provisions of sa.ge, a.nd it ls so en.ac~ed. · -
this section, and in such ca.se he · 
shall not be required to give bond. Co~mUtee :i;t9orp,., 

Sec. 5. Tha~ Section 29 of Chap- Austin, Texas, Feb. 28, ~917. 
ter 106 of the G1;1neral Laws of the Hoµ. W:. P. Ho,bby, Bresideljl,~ <?f· t~e 
Regular Session of the Thirty-third Sena,~e. 
Legislature be amended so as to b,ere- Sir: Your Comm,!ttee on Civil 
after read as follows : J1,1risprudence', to whom was ref.erred 

Sec. 29.. Th.a.t th.ere shall be as- S. B. No. 306; A 'b.Ul to i>e en.titled 
sessed a.nd collected by the State of "An A,ct to aw.end Articles 608 and 
Texas, a.n additional one and one- 61\, Cl;l.apter 1, of 'li'ltle l.8:, of. the 
fourth (lt) per cent of the gross flr.o R.evlsed Civil. Stat1,1tes ot th.e State 
lnsura11,ce preml1,1m.s of all fire in- of Te11;a.s. 1911, regulating the lssu
s1,1rance companies doing business in ance of bQ.nds by counties, cities and 
this State, accordU>.g to the reports towns, and declaring an emergency",'' 
made ~o the Coll).mlssloner of lnsur- · Have had the. same. under consld
ance and Banking as required by law. eration. and l am Instructed to ·re
and said taxes when collected shall port the same back. to the Senate 
be placed in a Sf;lParate fund wltb the with the recommendation that It do 
State Treasurer to li.e expended dur- pass with the following committee 
fog the cui;rent year in carrying out , amendments: 
tb,e provisions of this Act; provided Amend the bill by striking out In 
thl!o~ such eXJ>.e.Q.ditu~es. lncluding thE' line 1 of the caption the letter' "s". 
111alarles of the Il)embers or the Com- at the -end of the · word 0 a,.rtlcles"· 
wisslon, sb,all not exceed in the air- and the figures '.'60.8"' and tlie w.orcl 
gregate thl;l su.w of one hundred a111l "'and." 
thirty tho,usand dollars ( $130,000.00) Amend Section l of· the bill by 
per annlnn,; an\\ sb.o.ul.d there b.e. an striking ~ut the same words and flr~ 
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'Ql)lll! •. ;i..n,4, l/iY l\t.l'.~ing out aJJ; of the 
wopos.ed ame~4 At~icle 6'08. 

J;!AJ:LE)Y., Ch.airman. 

Committee Roo~ 
AustinJ Texas, Feb. 28, 1917. 

HQA. W. :P.' Hobby;, J?r.esid.ent ot the 
Senate .. 
S.h;: °1'<Qlll;f CQi;nmit.tee o~ Civ;U J11.

ris:e.r.udence, to Wb.QII!-- was. neferi:;ed: 
EX- B; NQ. 3;8, A bW; to be entitled 

'···~.n Act crea~ing :tor. Dall:a.s. County 
11.ll ~Mitiqn;i.l Cqu.ntx Court at law; 
J?li'QY.i<ling a. n_ame t}J.ez:ef-Or; prescrib~ 
iitJg t4e. jurisiUction thereof•; provid
i~g. f;or the. e).ection a.n.d quaJliflcation 
QJ,. tile. jndge tb.,ereo.f; fixing the 
jµ,dge'a cPmPe~atwn; spl)pifylng the 
~;i:m11, Q~ sl!.W cou.i:t; pxescribing the 
~Ile!! to be coJlecteQ. by the judge 
~E!i;epl\; pr,e!!crl.blng the powers an4 
!J,,u.t!es qt: ~be jq4ge. tl,.er.eo~, etc.," 

.i,;111-v.e, had tl)e sall).e under consid
~lil!otion, fl..Ild I am ins~ru.cted to re
}\ll?r~ tb.e salIIA biick to the Senate 
w;ith the re11ommen.<latl<;>n that it do 
pase, 

BA.ILEY, Cha,irman. 

. Co~itt,e~ ~op1µ. 
4us\mJ T~_:\s, Ffl~ 28, 1917. 

:lJ;oq.. w. P. H.oJ;lbY. Pres~dent of the 
S:e~a..~e· · 
SLr: ~o,ur Com);ll.ittee on cf.vll J.u

ljillP;l:-IJcl~~qe, to v.rl!.oin was referred 

Q.11 the county. may upon petition sut>,. 
mit t.o tha ·q.uafdfte<i . voters or: th~ 
coun.tl!' th.e. ·prlipositioil. as to whether 
.:>~ not tq.ll c;pmmlssloners <;ou,rt ljh,a,.U 
be aufhorized to issue the bonds of 
the county for , , w~e J?Urpose and to 
set apart fr~xq., i!!1-Cl!. cqupty bond is
sue an amount thereof equal to all 
of. 1;1l.e. o,1),t~talj.~ng. bQndis. ol! al)y, suck 
i:oa,d distr,¥;t. or dlslii:icts. }Mil, . the 
~mou,nt o~- sl11-)!:Jng1 1\u.n.<L pn hand. to 
t~ Qred.i~ <;>~ l!!JCh ~~tr,ict o;., districts, 
e,tc.; ll,l"OViq~ for. th.e. el'Cbange Of 
co,unt~" bon,dl! th:uis l13s.:ued fol! the. out
st1p1.dinf b,0,11.ds, o~ s.u.ch district or 
distr,h;t11 •. foll tl).e levY: a»d collection 
<;>~· th~. ~eces,sary, taxelj. to pall' inter
i:s~ a114! to11 a si.oki;l).g fund for, such 
bpp.<!,s,' · pfQ4i,bJthig tll,e · o"Verlapping 
Q~ roa,d "'-i!!t-:J:ict.s. or s:ub.d,i'l('is!pn of the 
cou.n,ty, p;r;ov~d:ill-1;'1 for th.e. pi;o.per in
v.es,tmen,~ of· th.e slo11king funds of 
road bond£, dec;l;lri,J:l.g th.11,t the i;n,ter
est ari'Sing from any such lnvestmen.t 
sJ:iall become a part of the sinkh1g 
fund and prohibiting· the d1ivers'ion 
of sal.d mterest and sinking fund for 
any otber purpOBe, making the same 
a criminal ot'tense, and providlng 
suitable punishment there.for, and. dli-
claring an emergency," · 

Have had. the same. under consid
eratfon; and, I. a,m i~ti:ucted to report 
the same bacll: to. tile Senate witb. the 
recomD;1,enda.lfo11- th. at it d.·o pass. 

lJAIL:iiJY, Chal:rm.an. $:. lil. No. 3.07, A bilJ.to be entitled 
'IAn Act t<i. amend Articles &2S. and 
G>32< of Chapter 2, Title 18, of the ltc- . Committee Roon;i, 
v,i,sed Civil Statutes· of· the State of Austm, Texas, F~b. 28, 1917. 
Texas (lHl co.mpilatlon)., said chap-I Hoµ. W. P. Hobby, President o.f. the 
ter being Chapter. 7 ol the General S.enate, 
Ji.a.we ~f the .First Called Session of Sir: 'lom: Committee OJ!. Civil. J)\~-
the,_T~1rt~~flret Leg.Isla.tut!!, 1909, en- rispru,deI1-ce, to wham was referred 
tltled .An .Act to authorlz.e any ooun- H. B. No. 31, A bill to be entitled 
b" or P01:itica-l subdivision Ol' other .. An Act ci:eatmg th C' t c . Ml 
dietl.n.e.d d1atrJct o.f tile county upon . . . e oun Y ou.. 
111 vote of two-thirds. majority 'ot the of- El- P.1.so Co.u~ty fo~ civil c'!-,s~. to 
:i;~dent property tax paying voters fix and prescribe tJlie jurh1.dlctio11 

thereof who are qualified electors of thereof-. a:r;id to. e,onform to such 
aµ,Q)\ c9u,~ty 9r. poliiti.ca~ su~di.vlsJon ~han~e tn ~hE! j.url~dlctlon ~f t,h.11 
~11; defipe~ d,!s~rf..ct qf t.,__e coun~y, to 9ountr Court of 'fill Pas.a Co.un~Y •. ~ 
J,l!B~ bOJJ,~ o;i: o~hw;-?f,lse ~.d i~s m,g th.e salarf.es ot t.b11 l.1,1.dg~ of tb.e 
i;i;~dl~ In i;1:ny ll!W,c;iunt n,a~ ta eJ;Cfil!l~ Co~,tY CP'll;Ft Qf EL l'ij.sO, ~\llltv. 
O)l&:tour.tb. ot- th,e excess va,luation o~ 11ond 9~ ~hf! Cq,1,1.n.tY dD.u~t ~ Jill l'a119 
~. b._e.H re&J J.lllQP'Pi~~. ~ Qf sU.Cf~. cou~tY, or Bou~~! fo··.r civ. i~ ~Ila.es; . . VJ:O .. y. !dl:a,g, for 
~tl~~l suM1'1('1s10~ or ~1j.n~ (lls, \he. &J/,PP.l,n,tm.eJj.~ an4,. el.&c.,tian ot \Iii\' 
tr1.c~ tl~.e;rE!t(), ~~c .. ~4 ~a a\i<\ ther.e.t·o ~ua~es ot: sa,id coui;t ·heral;l,t create!\; 
~ec\i9n,s, 11-.3.7111, 6~71?. an.d 63:7,c, pi:<;>- J>r.ov\d.!ng fo;r; \b.e 11ip.p9b~,t~ent Q.f 
v:lrl~n'!! tha~ aD,}' cpuu~y i.~ t11-is $~.,te speci11,1 ~ud,~es. and fl.llin~ of. vaca,n.· 
~ .. :Di~xe • r9ad d,i,s~r.l<lt or r.o.a(l d\ir. cie~ hi sa\~ ()fl:lce. al!-.d (!ecla.ting an 
wets. hav.e, JJ.ere.ti,i.t9r'il b,eeD. formeQ eme:i:geJJ.cy.' . 
and have issued bon~ fo.i; tb.~, J>,lil'<- ll!J,Yll nad the ,ame. UI)d~ cp;usld
:pqse. . o.t con,atru.cti~ roarJ.s lllldAr . eraUon, and I ai;i;i. in.structeci to rap9r-t 
ta.lll chlldlte:i:,. ~he co.mml.ssloners co.ur.t tne, e11.1i:1,e back ·to th.~ s.e.n"te w.l.tJ;r. tli.e 
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recommendation that it <lo pass, and 
be printed In the Journal only. 

BAILEY, Chairman. 

By Dudley. H.B. No. 31. 

ters of eminent domain which are now 
within the jurisdiction of the com· 
missioners court, or of the judge of 
the County Court of El Paso County 
Texas. ' 

A BILL 
To Be Entitled 

An Act creating the El Paso County 
Court at law, to fix and prescribe 
the jurisdiction thereof, and to 
conform to such change in the ju
risdiction of the County Court <>f 
El Paso County, fixing the salaries 
of the judges of the County Court 
of El Paso County, and of the El 
Paso County Court at Law; pro· 
vldlng for the appointment and 
election of the judges of said court 
hereby created; providing for the 
appointment of special judges and 
filling of vacancies In said office, 
and declaring an emergency. 

Be It enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 

· Section 1. That there Is hereby 
created a court to be held in El Paso 
County, Texas, to be known and des· 
lgnated as the "El Paso County Court 
at Law." 

Sec. 3. The County Court of El 
Paso County shall retain, as hereto
fore, Its jurisdiction as a juvenile 
court: its jurisdiction In matters per· 
tain!ng to liquor licenses, forfeitures 
and bonds; the general jurisdiction 
of a probate court; It shall probate 
wills, appoint guardians of minors 
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos 
ment!s, and drunkards, grant letters 
testamentary and of administration, 
settle accounts of administrators, ex
ecutors and guardians; transact all 
business pertaining to deceased per
sons: and to apprentice minors as 
provided by law. The County Judge 
of El Paso County shall be the judge 
of the County Court of El Paso Coun· 
ty, and all ex officio duties of the 
county judge shall be exercised by 
said judge of the County Court of 
El Paso County except in so far as 
the same shall by this Act be com
mitted to the judge of the El Paso 
County Court at Law. 

Sec. 2. The El Paso County Court 
at Law shall have jurisdiction of all 
civil and criminal matters and cause!! 
original and appellate, over which, by 
the general laws of the State of 
Texas, the county court of said county 
would have jurisdiction except as 
provided In Section 3 of this Act and 
all civil and criminal cases other 

0

than 
probate matters and such as are pro· 
vlded In Section 3 of this Act, to be 
and the same are hereby transferred 
to the El -Paso County Court at Law: 
and all civil and criminal writs. and 
processes heretofore issued by or out 
of sai!I connty court other than per
taining to matters over which, by 
Section 3 of t ;i1s Act, jurisdiction 
remains In the County Court of El 
Paso County, be and the same are 
hereby made returnable to the El 
Paso County Court at Law.· The ju· 
rlsdlctli:>n of the El Paso County 
Court at Law and of the judge there
of shall extend to all matters of emf· 
ment domain of which jurisdiction 
has heretofore rested in the county 
court of El Paso County, or the Judge 
thereof; but this provision shall not 
affect the jurisdiction of the commls· 
sloners court, or of the county jud~e 
of El Paso County as the presiding 
officer of said court, as to roads, 
bridges and public highways and mat· 

Sec. 4. Both the said County 
Court of El Paso County and the El 
Paso County Court at Law or either 
of the judges thereof shall have the 
power to Issue writs of Injunction, 
sequestration, attachments, garnish
ment, certiorari, supersedeas and all 
other writs necessary to the enforce
ment of the jurisdiction of said 
courts; and also po'IVer to punish for 
contempt under such provisions as 
are, or may be provided by the gener
al laws governing county courts 
throughout the State, and to issue 
writs of habeas corpus In cases where 
the offense charged Is within the ju
risdiction of said courts or of any 
court or tribunal/ Inferior to said 
courts. 

s·ec. 6. The terms of the El Paso 
County Court at Law and the prac
tice therein and appeals and writs of 
error therefrom shall be,. as pr.l!-
scrlbed by law relating to county 
courts. The terms of the El Pa110 
County Court at Law shall be held 
not less than four times each year, 
and the commissioners court of El 
Paso County shall fix the time at 
which said court shall hold !ts terms, 
until the same shall be changed ac
coi:ding to law. 

Sec. 6. The Governor shall ap
point some suitable person who ls a 
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resident citizen of El Paso County as 
judge of the El Paso County Court 
at Law, as herein constituted, who 
shall hold such office until the next 
general election after hiSI appoint
ment, and until his successor shall 
have been elected and qualified, and 
all vacancies in said oflice shall also 
be tilled by appointment by the Gov
ernor until the next general election 
thereafter. At the first general elec
tion in said county and at each gen
eral election thereafter there shall be 
elected by the qualified voters a 
judge of the El Paso County Court 
at Law, who shall be well Informed 
in the laws of this State, who shall 
hold his office for two years and un
til his successor shall have been duly 
elected and qualified; provided that 
no person shall be eligible for judge 
ot the El Paso County Court at Law 
by election, unless he shall be a citi
zen of the United States and of this 
State, who shall have been a prac
ticing lawyer of this State or a judge 
ot a court in this State for at least 
four years next preceding bis elec
tion, and who shall have resided in 
the County of EI Paso for two years 
next preceding his election. 

See. 7. The .Judge ot the El Paso 
County Court at Law shall execute 
a bond and take the oath of office as 
required by law relating to county 
judges. 

Sec. 8. A special judge of the El 
Paso County Court at Law may be 
appointed or elected as provided by 
laws relating to county courts and the 
judges ther0'of. 

Sec. 9. The county clerk of El 
Peo County shall be the clerk for 
the El Paso County Court at Law; 
the seal of said court shall be tb0' 
same as that provided for county 
courts, except that the seal shall con
tain the words "El Paso County 
Court at Law." The sheriff of El 
Paso County shall, In person or by 
deputy, attend the court when re· 
quired by the judge thereof. 

S'ec. 10. The jurisdiction and au
thority now Ve!!ted by law in the 
County Court of El Paso County, for 
the selection and service of jurors 
shall be 0'Xerclsed by each of said 
courts, but juries summoned for eith
er of said courts may by order of the 
judge of the court In which they are 
summoned be transferred to the other 
court for sevice therein and may be 
used therein as if 11ummoned for the 
court to which they may thus be 
transferred. 

S<!-Senate. 

Sec. 11. There shall be taxed and 
collected In the El Paso County 
Court at Law the same fees provided 
by law for county judges in similar 
cases, all of which shall be paid by 
the clerk monthly into the county 
treasury, and the judge of said court 
shall receive a salary of two thou
sand Yive hundred ($2500) dollars 
annually, to be paid monthly out of 
the county treasury, upon order of 
the commissioners court. 

Sec. 12. The judge of the EI ·Paso 
County Court at Law may be r&
moved from office in the same man
ner and for the same causes as any 
other county judge may be removed 
under the laws of this State. 

Sec. 13. The county judge of El 
Paso County shall hereafter receive 
from the county treasury, in addition 
to the fees allow0'd him by law, such 
a salary, for the ex officio . duties, 
not exceeding in the aggregate of fees 
and salary that which the existing 
laws provide for. 

Sec. 14. The fact that the civil 
and criminal business of the County 
Court of El Paso County is so large 
as to render it impossible for said 
court to dispose thereof and to give 
proper time for trial of criminal 
causes, together with the large and 
increasing probate business in said 
court seriously obstructs the admln· 
istratlon of the laws of said county, 
creates an emergency and an Impera
tive public necessity that the consti
tutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days be sus· 
pended and that this Act shall take 
etlect and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

FORTIETH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, 

Thursday, March 1, 1917. 
The Senate met at 10 o'clock a. 

m., pursuant to adjournment, and 
was called to order by Lieutenant 
Governor W. P. Hobby. 

The roll was called, a quorum 
being present, the following Senators 
answering to their names: 

Alderdice. Clark. 
Balley. Dayton. 
Bee. Dean. 
Buchanan of Bell. Floyd. 
Buchanan ofScurry.G!bli!OD. 
Caldwell. Hall. 


